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           The United Methodist Church and Country Music 

 

 On Wednesday evening, September 25, 2019, Leadership Institute began at The 

Church of The Resurrection (COR) in Overland, KS. In case you are not familiar with COR, it 

is a United Methodist Church that began about 30 years meeting in a funeral home. COR now 

has 22,000 members, and its founding pastor, Adam Hamilton has written several books that 

are frequently used by Sunday School and Small Group studies throughout the denomination. 

 

 Leadership Institute began with worship and an evening of discovering who had 

come this year to explore the specific theme of “The Future of The United Methodist Church.” 

As the worship service began, a bass guitarist, an acoustic guitarist, and two vocalists stood up 

front in the sanctuary. Behind them sat a full symphony orchestra band. As the music began to 

play, there were no song sheets, no hymnals, not even lyrics put up on a screen. No one 

seemed to need the words, “Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder,” Then a choir with 

more than 100 members began to process in, “consider all the worlds thy hands have made. I 

see the stars. I hear the rolling thunder. Thy power throughout the universe displayed.” No 

words on the screen, no  smoke machines, just a well-known traditional hymn that bears the 

words of the belief of our tradition, “Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee, ‘How great 

thou art, how great thou art.” 

 

 Following worship, we were sent out, invited to go rest and to come back the next 

day. Flipping through the T.V. channels in my hotel room, I came across “Ken Burns: Country 

Music.” This movie is an 8-part, 16-hour long film that explores questions like, “What is 

country music? Where did it come from?” while focusing on some of the Country musicians 

who created and shaped country music and the times in which the musicians live(d) 

(www.pbs.org, accessed September 25, 2019). While I have not seen the film in its entirety, 

something said in the 8
th

 and final movie struck me. One of the artists, perhaps Marty Stewart, 

said the face and sound of country music might change, but the heart of country music—

telling real stories about real people—will never change. 

 

 Perhaps, in The United Methodist Church, we have forgotten the heart of our story. 

Maybe, we have forgotten our roots: Charles and John Wesley singing hymns to familiar bar 

tunes, visiting prisoners, and preaching in the coal mines. Perhaps, we have forgotten how lay 

women organized themselves in 1869, and with two pennies began what we know today as 

The United Methodist Women, an organization committed to alleviating poverty, injustice, 

and disease by educating our churches throughout our connection. Perhaps, we have forgotten 

about John Miller and Bishop Vincent who created a space so that Sunday School teachers 

might have the best resources available in order to do their work. Perhaps, it is past time to 

recover our heart and history: a narrative that includes stories of striving for racial equality and 

equity for women—stories that are not yet complete, but which are layers to our complex, 

beautiful, and diverse church. In 2020, we will be faced with a decision (and perhaps an 

opportunity) to look and govern differently than we have in the past. My prayer is that we will 

do so as we strive to recover the heart of The United Methodist Church. 

 

 

By the Grace of God I am… 

Your Servant in Christ, Lead Pastor Carmen Perry 

 

 

Church School 
something for 

everyone. 

It happens every 

Sunday at 

 9:30 am,  

see page 4 

 

 

Men's Breakfast 
Wednesday  

November 20th 

See page 3 

 

 

Book discussion 
0n November 14 

See page 4 

 

 

Looking for 

Advent 

Opportunities to 

celebrate the 

holiday season 

See page 5  

 

 

Summer Meal 

Ministry  

Wow! What a 

summer! 
See page 6 

 

 

 
Oh, give thanks to 

the Lord, for he is 

good; His love and 

his kindness go on 

forever.  
 1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/
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November  Birthdays: 

Birthday wishes to!                 

1   Carl Swanson 

3   Bonnie Bisbee 

3   Nicola Caruso 

4   Jenna Foster Bell 

5   Luke Marshaus 

6   David Foster 

6   Greg Evans 

6   Cady Gleason 

6   Aric Gleason 

8   Justin Brown 

9   Betsy Smith 

11 Jill Trusso 

13  Sue Benjamin 

15  Beverly Wightman 

15  Diane Reese 

15  Anna Womack 

17 Beverly Hazen 

18  Ben Stahlsmith 

19  Regan Gifford 

20  Denise Nohlquist 

21  Emilie Gifford 

21  Nathan Perry 

24  Mike Corey 

25  Stephen Foster 

30  Eunice Baldwin 

30  Charlie Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Lifted Up in Prayer    Please remember the following people in  

                                      our conversations with God: 

Donna Barr                    Levon Bedrosian       Betty Jane Berdine 

Jim Boyle                      Carboni  Family         Case Foster 

Nikita Gasiorowski       Scott Hennesey          Kitty Herzog    

MacKenzie Hewes & Family        Ichwantoro/Thorndike Family          

Doug Ireland          John/Juanita Jackson         Abigail Jopek                

Shirley Kocker              Mitzi/Debbie Kristy 

Carolyn Latta                McGavock Family     Matthew Morse 

Joan Peacock                Pete/Judie Peterson     Lucille Piper 

Lois Sanderson             Say Family                  Sprague Family         

Ethan Taylor                 Evelyn Thorndike      Mary Lou Trusso   

Trusso Family               Marilyn Ward             Lena Weatherlow 

Betty Wile                     Eliana  

Project Chacocente     Hope Flowers School     Jail Ministry 

Ashville, Mayville, Westfield Food Pantries     Gov Leadership         

Westfield Community Kitchen                     Literacy Volunteers 

Faithful Discipleship   Spiritual Growth      Hurlbut Families   

Dunkirk Willow Mission   Habitat for Humanity 

Chaut Co Rural Ministries    

 

Lord, every morning you hear my voice.  Every morning, I tell you 

what I need,   and I wait for your answer.          Psalm  5:3 

 

Father, we confess that sometimes prayer isn’t very easy.  We don’t 

see you, and we don’t see you hearing our words, but we have so 

many experiences in our own lives where prayers have been 

answered by faith that we continue coming before you, opening our 

hearts to you through prayer.  

                                                Walking with the Savior  Max Lucado 

 

 

With Sympathy to all the families who lost loved ones 

during the summer. 
 

Karen (Brown) Johnson 77 years old  passed away on home in 

Schenectady on June 10, 2019.  She was the sister to David 

(Sandy) Brown of Westfield.  Karen graduated from The 

Hathaway Brown School in Cleveland before a bachelor’s degree 

at Radcliffe College in 1964 and a mater’s degree at Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute in 1992.  Her career in public service started 

in the Schenectady City School District.  She was the first woman 

elected to the Schenectady City Council in 1975, serving as 

president from 1980-1983.  She became the first woman to be 

elected as Schenectady’s mayor, serving in the role for two terms 

and working  to navigate the city’s severe financial challenges in 

the 1980’s.  She was a champion of the people of Schenectady 

throughout her many years of civic engagement and tireless 

advocacy.  She devoted her vast expertise and talents to the 

betterment of the lives of its citizens. 

 

Matthew J. Trusso 82 of North Port, Fl passed away on June 24, 

2019. 

Matt was born and grew up in Jamestown.  He joined the US 

Marion Corp and was discharged in 1959.  He was a policeman in 

Jamestown before being employed with 3M Company, retiring in 

1994.  After retirement he moved to FL and worked for several 

golf courses in FL and South Hills Country Club in Jamestown 

NY.  Matt was an avid golfer and golfed many years with the 

Italian American Charity Golf Tournament.  He loved sports of all 

kinds and played football for the Jamestown Dukes in the 1960’s.  

Our prayers are with Matt and Jill and the Trusso family. 

 

Jean Say age 69 of Backman Ave Westfield passed away on June 

29, 2019 at her home after a courageous battle with cancer.  Jean 

enjoyed volunteering her time and talent for the Westfield 

Community Kitchen.  She enjoyed art, coloring, crossword 

puzzles, and doing macramé.  Our prayers are with Gary and 

Tabitha Say. 

 

Beth Textor 61 of Mayville died unexpected on August 3, 2019 at 

her home.  Beth was employed by Haff Acres Farm in Mayville.  

Prior years she also worked as waitress for Mayville Diner and 

Graces Family Restaurant, as well as a nurse for Heritage Green 

Nursing Home.  She had a caring nature and was calming to those 

who loved her.  Beth was Tabitha Say’s Mother our prayers are 

with that family for all their loss. 

 

John Ireland 68 of Jamestown passed away on August 22, 2019.  

He retired in 2008 as the Director of Finance at Panama Central 

School after working 28 years for the district.  He also taught 

fourth grade at Ashville Elementary School and computer science 

at Panama Elementary School.  John loved music and served as an 

organist and choir director at several Jamestown area churches as 

well as Hurlbut Memorial Church in Chautauqua.  He most 

recently spent 12 years as organist and choir director at First 

Covenant Church in Jamestown.  He also loved playing the piano 

for the Living Christmas Tree every holiday season.  He inspired 

thousands with his ability to find the musical soul of any anthem or 

hymn that he played.  Our prayers are with the Ireland Family. 

 
 

November   Anniversaries: 

28 Lois/George Cornell 

29 Kathie/Billy Clyde 
 
A wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate the ministers in the 

Hurlbut Family. Please let the 
church office know if we can 

add anyone to this on-going list. 
 

December Birthdays 

1 Nadia Perry 

4  Kate Reese 

4  Matthew Benjamin 

5  Justin Benjamin 

6  Chris Briggs 

6  Nickalis Jacobson 

9  Paul Womack 

13  Noel Anderson 

13 Debbie Kristy 

18  Bille Ward 

18 Vanessa Swanson 

19  Justin Latimer  

19  Rachel Graham 

19  Bill Peterson 

21  Dennis Speck 

22  Sara Graham 

25 Jesus Christ 

25  Bob Ludwig 

25  Christine Shephard 

Turecki 

28  Grant Stephenson 

30 Josh Trusso, Mark  

                        Dougherty 

31 Nancy Waasdorp 

 

Anniversaries 

3 Janet/Dale Weatherlow 

28 Cindy/Gary Chilcott 

 
All the days planned for me 

were  written in your book 

before I was one day old.                   

Psalm 139:16 

               
 

	

	

	

	

When my feeble life is o'er, time for me will be no more; guide 

me gently, safely o'er to thy shore,  dear Lord, to thy shore. 

 

Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea, daily  

walking close to thee; Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.                                                         

                                                           FWS page  2158 
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THANK YOUS!!!! 

THANK YOU ALL!  For faithfulness in prayer, presence, gifts, service this 

summer! 

THANK YOU!   To all the helpers this summer who served in our Meal Ministry, 

we had 94 volunteers.   We couldn’t have done it without YOU!. 

THANK YOU!   Alena Ramirez!  For a great summer with your leadership, we are 

so grateful for having you as our Meal Coordinator! Thank you! You kept everything 

running smoothly and organized.   

THANK YOU!  Meal Captains; Monday: Anne & Mark Sleggs, Tuesday: Jim 

Livengood, Wednesday: Mark Dougherty and Carolyn Latta,  Thursday: Sandy 

Brown and Debbie Caruso,  Friday: Paul Womack and  Sunday:  Debbie Caruso.  

THANK YOU!  Tom Caruso, Debbie Caruso for setting up the tent this summer and 

making all the cookie dough. 

THANK YOU!   Thank you lunch ministers!   Thank you dinner ministers! Thank you Lemonade Stand ministers!   

THANK YOU! Thank you to all the people who made desserts this summer  

THANK YOU! Kris Gleason, Wendy Limberg, for cutting all those desserts.   Marcie Larson, Linda Hewes, and friends for wrapping all 

that silverware.  

THANK YOU! Case Foster, Mark Dougherty, Carolyn Latta, Cindy Peacock, Debbie Kristy, Debbie Caruso for slicing and folding the 

turkey for Thursday night dinner. 

THANK YOU!  Everyone who washed dish towels this summer Nancy Waasdorp, Sandy Brown, Cindy Peacock, and Debbie Caruso.  

THANK YOU! Cindy and Guy Peacock for cleaning the building and mowing the lawn.  You both do a wonderful job keeping the church 

looking so great. 

THANK YOU! For helping on the Fall Prep Day moving the furniture and putting the rooms back together Tom Caruso, Guy Peacock, 

Cindy Peacock, (2) friends of the Peacocks, Case Foster, Mark Dougherty, Bev Hazen, Sam Hazen, Wendy Limberg, and Wendy 

Marlinski.  

THANK YOU!  Dick/ Debbie Coombs for taking the donated items to the Ashville Food Pantry  

THANK YOU!  Wendy Marlinski, Bill Ward, and our Hurlbut choir for providing Sunday music.  
THANK YOU!  Bella Ramirez for getting my mail all summer and running errands for me. 

THANK YOU!  Carolyn Latta for our wonderful bulletin boards they always look great!  
THANK YOU!   Case Foster for cleaning up the sanctuary every week.   

THANK YOU!.  Beverly Hazen and Wendy Limberg for helping in the church office. 

THANK YOU!.  Adopt a Highway crew David Brown, Mike Shirkman, Grant Stephenson, Jan Yauch, 

 Mark Sleggs, and Debbie Caruso 

THANK YOU!   Courtney and Aaron Taylor for all your nursery care 

THANK YOU !. Amy Stephenson for organizing the men’s football and Hurlbut Family Fun. 

 

 
 

 

 

Hurlbut Men's 

Breakfast 

 

Wednesday,  

November 20,2019 

and  

December 18, 2019 

7:30 am  at the 

Mayville Diner. 

 

This group meets 

every month on the 

3rd Wednesday to 

share in a time of 

fellowship, good 

food, and 

conversation.   

 

Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

Hurlbut Choir 
The choir gathers every Sunday morning except for the 

first Sunday of the month to practice.     Please join our 

choir director Wendy Marlinski at 9:00 am to practice. 

 

We would love to hear some new voices this year in the 

choir.  All ages are invited to join in any Sunday. 

 
Rejoice, ye pure in heart; rejoice, give thanks, 

and sing; your glorious banner wave on high, 

the cross of Christ your King.  Rejoice, rejoice, 

rejoice, give thanks and sing.  UM Hymnal page 160 

 
Hurlbut Church Where Worship Welcomes 

Make a friend, be a friend, 

 bring a friend to Christ.  
 

There are many discovery opportunities  going 

throughout the year which are essential to our growth as 

faithful people.  Please invite a friend or a new family to 

share Hurlbut with us. 
 

 

Do to others what you 

would want them to do 

to you…Then you will 

have a great reward, 

and you will be children 

of the Most High God.  

 

 Luke 6:31, 35 

A Brief Note from the Lay Leader 

   I find myself each fall season in a state of awe and 

wonder at our church, our church family and the impact 

Hurlbut Church has beyond its walls to the greater 

community and far beyond.  Giving to others, sharing 

with others and serving with others has been an integral 

part of our church life.  I am touched by the testimonials 

of visitors who serve with us during summer meals, who 

attend our services and who use our building for their 

needs. 

  

    Thank you to all of you for your prayers, your 

presence, your gifts and your service to make Hurlbut 

Church, a place that means so much to so many 

people......even to more people than we know. 

Peace,  Mark Sleggs 

 

From all of the committees here at Hurlbut Church….  

As we look to the days ahead, we hope and pray for all 

of Hurlbut’s ministers.  Consider trying to do something 

new in loving service for our Church as we gather 

together in this sacred place.  Sign up for any of our 

ministry opportunities available each Sunday, join the 

Choir, invite a neighbor, friend or coworker to Sunday 

Worship. Even if it is just for one Sunday, you can make 

a wonderful and lasting impact on the life of our Church. 
 

Thank you for all you do, both seen and unseen, for God 

surely sees and rejoices in all that Hurlbut Church does.                    

 

You should be a light for other people.  Live so that 

they will see the good things you do and will praise your 

Father in heaven.        Matthew 5:16 

 

Volunteers 
Are just ordinary people with extraordinary hearts. 

They offer the gift of their time to teach, to listen, to help, to inspire, to 

build, to grow, to learn. 

They expect no pay, yet the value of their work knows no limit. 

They’ve known the unexpected joy of a simple hug.  They’ve planted tiny 

seeds of love in countless lives. 

Volunteers are just ordinary people who reach out and take a hand and 

together make a difference that lasts a lifetime. 
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Our-reach through outreach   You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of 

finest wheat.  Come, give to us, O savings Lord, the bread of life to eat.  

You give yourself to us, O Lord; then selfless let us be, to serve each other 

in your name in truth and charity.                UM Hymnal  629 

 

The Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tree   Hurlbut will be 

participating in the Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tree Program.  

This year as in the past the Salvation Army appreciates your desire 

to keep Hope alive in the lives of the young children in Chautauqua 

County.  Truly there is a great need for help right in our own back 

year.  

 

 We will have 5 name tags displayed in Truesdale around the 

middle of November.  The items will need to be returned to the 

church by December 8th the deadline date.  

 

The holidays are here…..help to make them holy by 

remembering someone in need. 

 

Ashville Food Pantry As you leave for your other home or clean out 
your cupboards please take advantage of Hurlbut Church as a drop off point 

for distribution to the local food pantry.  Please drop off your unopened 

nonperishable foods at the Scott Avenue entrance.  The Ashville Food 

pantry is always in need of food to replenish their shelves.   

     If you would like to make a cash donation the check can be made 
payable to Hurlbut Church with a notation in the  memo line for Ashville  

Food Pantry and given to the church office.  We will make sure that it gets 

to them. 
 

World Communion Sunday  World Communion Sunday is always 

celebrated the first Sunday in October, this year it was October 6 2019.  
This special Sunday provides scholarships for United States racial and 

ethnic minority students and international students at both the undergraduate 

and graduate levels.  
      Adolphe Lumuna Kimanwa, a community developer for more than 20 

years in the Democratic Republic of Congo, is using his degree in 

development planning and economic management to fight poverty and 
inequality and to establish food security and water sanitation.  His 

scholarship will allow him to complete a master’s degree in economic 

policy and development management at the United Nations Africa Institute 
in Dakar.  An active UM he will return to his home country to focus on 

socioeconomic policies, strategies, and politics for church self reliance and 

Christian well-being.  
 

United Methodist Student Day Sunday  is celebrated this year on Sunday 

December 1, 2019.  This special offering provides loan and scholarship 
funds for UM college, university, and graduate students.  

      When the son of addicted parents, Ricky Blue grew up without much 

hope for a future his church family raised $4,000 for him to begin college, 
hope was born.  Today, Blue is a certified candidate for ordained ministry in 

the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference. 
 

Literacy Volunteers of Chautauqua County Literacy Volunteers has a 

strong program in the County and with the work of their tutors are helping 
many to improve their lives by increasing their literacy skills.  They need 

more tutors throughout the county as they have a number of students ready 

to go but are  waiting for a teachers.  If anyone can give a couple of hours a 
week to this endeavor please call Julie LaGrow (program director) at (716) 

366 4438.  

 
Mayville Thrift Shop The Mayville Thrift Shop and Food Pantry is located 
near St Paul’s Episcopal Church. The Thrift Shop is always in need of 

donations of small household items, toys, and clean usable clothing for men, 

women, and children.  These items are then sold to the public for a small 
monetary donation. The shop is operated by an all volunteer staff.  

 

The money they receive is given to worthy causes in the community.  In the 
past money has been given for a scholarship to CLCS senior’s who 

participates in community services activities, CLCS drug/alcohol free after 

graduation party, Hospice, the library, Westfield Foundation, and local 
churches discretionary funds.  The Thrift Shop is open all year Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10:00 am – 12:30 pm.  Donations are 

accepted whenever the shop is open. 

Nurture News   All your children will be taught by the Lord,  and they will 

have  much peace.   Isaiah 54:13 

Christian Education  
     

Nursery Time During Worship Hour    Each week the nursery is available 

for our youngest members infant/toddler/preschoolers  during Sunday school 

and  Worship Time. 
 

Grades K-5 will continue Getting Closer to God and Getting Closer to Each Other 

with our Sunday School curriculum “Digging In”. Our teacher Amy Stephenson 
will lead the elementary children with their Sunday school lessons and fellowship 

opportunities upstairs in the balcony classrooms.  

 
Youth in grades 6-12 will continue intriguing Bible study and fellowship 

experiences discussing whatever the teens/instructor wish is lead by Carmen Perry 

in the HYG room on Sunday mornings   Youth will meet to continue on their faith 
walk as they encourage the rest of the congregation with their enthusiastic 

commitment to Jesus Christ.  

  
Adults  Sunday morning education opportunities for adults begin with an Adult 

Bible Study group in the Parlor.   This Adult Sunday School class will continue 
with video lessons from the conference under the prayerful facilitation of Valerie 

Foster.  
 

 “And we know that all things work together for the good to those who love God, 

to those who are called according to His purpose.”   

                                                                                            Romans 8:28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Adopt A Highway   Adopt-A-Highway fall pickup day happened on Saturday 

October 5, 2019.  We met at the church at 8:30 am to begin.  This is always a great 
way to discover all the interesting things you can find along the highway.   Many 

hands always make the job go quicker.  Our cleanup team was made up of  David 

Brown, Mike Shirkman, Grant Stephenson, Jan Yauch, Mark Sleggs, and Debbie 

Caruso. 

 
Habitat for Humanity is Happening in Westfield     You are invited to join us in 

the rehab of the property at 127 Union St, Westfield. This house will be for the 
family of Evelyn and Marty Ross and their three children.  Marty works for 

Chautauqua Institution Buildings and Grounds. 

     Work began at the house on June 1 and will continue every Saturday at 8:30 am 
until 12:30pm.   No special  skills required, just show up. There are always jobs for 

everyone. 

      Saturday’s have been spent making progress prepping the house to be a home.  
Volunteers have been replacing windows, replacing walls, removing old 

chimney’s, yard work, electrical, etc. In weeks to come we will continue preparing 

the attic area for insulation and installing insulation in the back room.  After the 
wiring is completed wall board will be installed.  

     It is the most rewarding experience to work on a Habitat House.  You are 

helping a family have a home. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Book Discussion in November with Carmen  
 

Carmen will lead a book discussion in November. 

Come join us as we read and explore a book that Carmen has chosen. 

If the book discussion is well attended on Thursday November 14 at 

6:30 pm we will continue every two months. 

 

The book for November is New York Times Bestseller “Searching 

For Sunday”  by Rachel Held Evans. 

 

For a generation that has largely said, “count me out,” church 

represents a complicated relationship of both longing and apathy.  

There’s a history there a past full of confusion and hurt, but a past 

that often is impossible to abandon.  In Searching for Sunday, 

Rachel Held Evans exposes her own thorny relationship with the 

church, articulating the concerns, frustrations, and hopes of many of 

her peers.  Through a series of stories told around the church’s 

sacraments baptism, confession, and communion, among others 

Evans offers the beginnings of a road map back to church and the 

resurrection that awaits when we are willing to give up and begin 

again. 

 

Christ needs the church, to live and tell his story, to praise his love 

and marvel at his trust, till, bathed in light, awakened from the dust, 

we walk with God, alive in grace and glory.       UMH page 590 
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Summer Meal Ministry 

                   
    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Meal Ministry………………….       

WHAT A SUMMER! 
Every summer zips by during the 9 weeks in the Hurlbut Kitchen.   The weather was great this summer! We were so busy it was great having Alena 

back for her fifth year.   We also had some amazing volunteers and customers who came back day after day, week after week. When our repeat 

customers come back each year it is like seeing old friends, I think they feel the same about us! 
  

     The numbers this Summer were good! On an average we served about 497 lunches each week, totaling 4,477 for the entire summer.  That was a 

little lower than last year by 502 the total for 2018 was 4,979.  The dinner numbers averaged 185 per week, the year before was 198 so we were pretty 

close to the same.  Serving 1,667 this year, last year (2018) the total was 1,779 we were lower by 112 dinners. The fourth of July fell on a Thursday 

this summer which brought a lower of number of people that night.  We did serve a  lot of turkey dinners over the entire summer.  The Sunday 

lemonade stand a great way to start the week was well attended all summer by customers. The weather was hot but great, it only rained a couple of 

Sundays but cleared up by the time we were ready to start cooking on the grill.   We serve in the dining room one week so it was business as usual.  

The volunteers were great at the Lemonade Stand  again this summer we had a team of faithful people who came each week.  They even brought their 

grand children. 
 

     Our customers were  gracious and appreciative for the great service and good food they received from us every day. This could not have happened 

without the daily crews for each meal. This year we had 94 volunteers for the season, everyone served from their heart.   Our volunteers consisted of 

ages from 3 years old to 89 years old.   Everyone was amazing who helped, from the youngest to the oldest You are all the best!!!!  
      

     As in the past our homemade soups are always the best selling choice even with our very hot summer weather, 925 soup plates were sold plus 76 

extra soups were purchased. The second choice of our regular daily options at 741 was  the turkey salad plate. The top two choices were the same as 

last year. Alena and her creative veggie wraps were popular again  this summer selling 601. Fruit plates are another daily choice selling 335 .  Our 

daily specials always go over well too the totals for those items were taco salads 774.   Our other two choices quiche 549 and crab salads 538 a 4th of 

July special hot dog, pasta salad, and pickle that was 14.   Some other meal facts we served  5,886 cookies this was counting lunches, extra cookies 

sold at lunch, lemonade stand, special cookie orders, volunteers, and delivery drivers. In 2018 we served 6,070 cookies.   This was a lot of cookie 

dough that was made!!!!!  That was a lot of cookies that were baked!!!!!!   
 

     The lemonade stand proved again this summer how many small items can truly add up and help to serve the big picture.  We made about $6,848 

profit at the lemonade stand to help the financial bottom line, in 2018 it was $5,500.  We served 613 hot dogs, 349 hamburgers, 233 Italian sausage, 

155 salads, 541 pastries/muffins, 769 cookies, 319 chips, and 838 drinks and we can’t forget the 45 dog biscuits.  We had a great bunch of Sunday 

volunteers helping us with set up, serving, grilling, and putting up and taking down the tent.  Most of the Sundays the weather was good, just a couple 

we had to deal with rain but as always we were open for business and served from the dining room.  
  

     The meal ministry is very important to Hurlbut Church. As we all know the proceeds help to continue supporting the church missions and 

ministries throughout the entire year. Without the help and commitment of the Hurlbut congregation and Hurlbut’s many friends who give of their 

time serving meals or making desserts, coming here to eat a meal and just passing the word to others that we are here and to come and try us out,  we 

would not be able to be so successful with our summer meal ministry. We are thankful that we are able to serve some many people who return year 

after year to Hurlbut for their meals. We provide a very important service to the community.  But this service also helps this church so much. Without 

the Summer Meal Ministrty our church would not be able to continue to operate. 
 

     Our summer meal Captains continue to lead their daily teams each week throughout the nine weeks. Sunday Lemonade Stand Serving From the 

Heart was Debbie Caruso.   The Monday Madness crew was lead by Anne and Mark Sleggs. The Tuesday Hurlbut Helpers was lead by captain Jim 

Livengood. The Wednesday Wonders were Carolyn Latta and Mark Dougherty. Serving up Thursday lunches were the team lead by captains Sandy 

Brown and Debbie Caruso. Wonderful Thursday Dinner’s did not have a captain. And Lastly Friday’s Soul Feast was served up by Paul Womack. 
  

     Thank you to all of the captains and all of the their teammates.  So many of you went truly above and beyond what ever was asked of you this 

summer. Thank you to our turkey slicing team who slice the dinner turkeys every Wednesday afternoon, that was always a time of many laughs.  We 

never had a lack of desserts and that was because of the generous people who baked every week. Thank you to the people who shopped and washed 

all the dish towels every day. Thank you to those of you who were just there for an uplifting word, prayers, hugs, or those who just came and 

supported the meal program by enjoying our delicious meals.  Thank you to everyone who helped with our special meals before the summer started 

the All County Music Festival and the Bird Tree and Garden luncheon. 
 

 

     We had some younger volunteer helpers who were pretty amazing Bella Ramirez, Mary and Elizabeth Marshaus, Olivia Shearer, Natalie and 

Nolan Martincic,  Maddie Hess, Andrew Laurita, Nic, Ben, and Emma Caruso, Kaitlyn Brown, Nydia Perry, Corbin Dennison, Connor and 

MacKenzie Say, and Cianne Monroe.  
 

    We were so fortunate to have our Meal Coordinator Alena Ramirez return a fifth year.  She worked so hard in the kitchen making sure that we had 

enough food each day and that things were ready on time, made trips to  the store, welcomed all the many volunteers with her kindness and her 

calming personality. It is hard work being the Summer Meal Coordinator it is a tiring job with long hours it takes a special person…. we have always 

been fortunate to have good, caring, hardworking people as our Meal Coordinators.  Alena is one of those special people and we can't thank her 

enough for all the time, patience, leadership, creativity, and heart she put into doing her job.  Thank you again Alena, we hope that your summer at 

Hurlbut was an enjoyable experience for you… as it was for the rest of us working with you!  
  

 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all our heart, as working for the Lord, not for men. 

It is the Lord, Christ you are serving”.           Colossians 3:23 

                                                                           

“Life can only be understood by 

looking backward, but it must be 

lived by looking forward!” 
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Finance News 

         Budgets are developed based on inputs from all committees, as well 

as the Administrative Council.  The needs are balanced against projections 

for revenue from all sources.  As you might imagine, we have a very 

difficult task ahead.  There will be difficult decisions to make that will 

require much prayer and dialogue.  The Finance Committee continues to 

struggle with the 2018 church budget and our financial needs. 
 

       Our Meal Ministry results were outstanding for this past summer as we 

were able to match the results for 2018.  That is remarkable given so many 

more options on the grounds for food.  Special thanks go out to all who 

volunteered, with extra special thanks to Alena and Debbie.  It is amazing 

when you think of all involved and how we continually serve with faith! 
 

        On the budget front, we are down approximately $12,000 in revenue at 

the end of September.  This puts us in a deficit position going into the last 

quarter of 2019. We are trying to improve year-end communications to our 

entire Hurlbut Family which include regular and seasonal attendees, friends, 

and at large community members through our newsletter. 
 

        Our budget supports our Hurlbut Church Visions, Missions, and 

Ministries both now and for the coming years.  We are all asked to consider 

the importance of our stewardship to Hurlbut Church and our Community as 

seen through our PRAYERS, PRESCENCE, GIFTS, and SERVICE.  This 

is the time to strengthen our Hurlbut Church Community as we reach out to 

others, really look after our congregation and friends, and support church 

efforts through our financial gifts and volunteering of services.  We all have 

a part to play!     Please Step Up And Step Out In Faith!   

                                                May It Be So… Hurlbut Finance Committee 
  

The Law of Unconditional Contentment.   

The steward’s contentment is not dependent upon the steward’s 

circumstances. 

 
At one point, more than a hundred people were in line, patiently waiting 

their turn in spite of the biting cold.  Blustery weather would not deter them 

from this opportunity and they were ready, money in hand.  The 

convenience store had never done such a business, and on Christmas of all 

days!  In fact, the store wasn’t even supposed to be open, but the demand 

was so great that the owner himself was working the register.  From 

morning to late afternoon the customers kept coming, some of them 

spending hundreds of dollars and everyone was buying the same thing: a 

chance to win millions.  In the end, only one lucky guy in another state held 

the winning ticket.  Millions of others were left with worthless scraps of 

paper the flimsy reminders of what might have been. 

 

In the relentless pursuit of satisfaction, people have always chased dreams.  

They tell themselves, “If only I had more money (or a bigger house, or a 

better car, or a different job, or finer clothes) then I would be content.  “ But    

Of course, they wouldn’t be, because our natural bent as human beings is to 

constantly want something more than we already have.  If we have a 

substantial amount of money it still doesn’t seem like quite enough.  If we 

live in a spacious house it is still not quite big enough.  If we drive a decent 

automobile we still look with jealousy at the better ones passing by.   
 

Satisfaction seems so hard to come by; yet we can experience it if we learn 

the Law of Godly Contentment.  The Apostle Paul discovered this truth and 

it changed his perspective on everything.  I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances, he wrote.  I know what it is to be in need, and I 

know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 
From the book The 33 Laws of Stewardship  page 167 by Dave 

                                          Sutherland and Kirk Nowery. 

 

2019 Financial Status 

                    Income      Expenditures            Net 

9/30/19      11,015.05        13,697.08           ($12,285.00) 

 

YTD       147,308.47       159,592.99             (- $2,682) 
 

For if you give, you will get! Your gift will return to you in full and 
overflowing measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room 

for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use to give—large 

or small—will be used to measure what is given back to you.”  

                                                                                    Luke : 6:38 

Thank You from the Finance Committee 

     Thank you for all the volunteers who worked countless 

hours with our Meal Coordinator serving God with your 

servant-like attitude making Hurlbut a part of your very busy 

summer activities.  All of you graciously served the public for 

nine weeks baking desserts for Thursday dinner, working 

inside the church prepping food, serving, and cleaning up for 

lunches and dinners.  You also helped set up, serve, cook, and 

cleanup outside at the Lemonade Stand each Sunday.  
 

      Running a summer meal program is not an easy endeavor 

it takes a lot of people to make this a success for the Church. 

We had an amazing summer financially earning more than 

last year to aid the Missions and Ministries of this church. 
  

     Words can not begin to describe our gratitude to the  

Chautauqua Community and this congregation for supporting 

Hurlbut church by eating your meals here this summer and 

volunteering to help us serve others.   The Finance Committee 

 
  

Stewardship Preaching and Teaching Scripture 

 

Exodus 25:2      Giving with willing heart 

Exodus 36:2-7   Giving to the Lord in overabundance 

1 Chronicles 29:3-4   Personal treasures given to temple 

1 Chronicles 29:14  Giving back to God what God has given 

to us 

Psalm 37:21,26  Giving generously 

Psalm 50:23  Value of sacrifice and offering 

Psalm 54:6-7  Giving out of gratitude for deliverance 

Psalm 112:5  Blessings on generous people 

Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the Lord with one’s wealth 

Proverb 22:9  Blessing for generous man 

Malachi 3:8-10  Stealing from God 

Matthew 5:23-24  Giving with clean heart 

Matthew 6:2-4 Private stewardship 

Matthew 6:19-21  Treasures on earth and treasures in heaven 

Matthew 23:23  Fullest measure of giving 

Mark 4:24-25  Those given much and those given little 

Mark 12:13-17  Paying taxes to government 

Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4  Widow’s small offering 

Luke 3:11  Sharing with others 

Luke 6:38  Abundance repays those who give. 

Luke 12:33-34  Selling one’s possessions for the poor 

Acts 10:2 Devout centurion 

1 Corinthians 4:2 Need to prove faithful 

1 Corinthians 16:2 Giving on first day of week 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Persecution brings overflowing joy and 

generosity 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7  Sowing and reaping 

2 Corinthians 9:10  God rewards givers 

Galatians 6:6 Student sharing with teacher 

Hebrews 13:16 Share with others 

1 Peter 4:10  Using one’s gifts for the good of others 

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give 

as generously as this?  Everything comes from you, and we have 

given you only what comes from your hand.     

                                                                           1 Chronicles 29:14 
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UMC Annual Conference – Syracuse, New York 

June 5-8, 2019 

Mark Sleggs – Hurlbut Church, Lay Leader 

 

I had the honor and pleasure to attend the above conference representing Hurlbut Church and the 

Cornerstone District along with our Pastor, Rev. Carmen Perry.  Below are my reflections on the 

conference. 

 

1) The opening worship was very impressive.  The band that played through out the entire 

conference was wonderful. Bishop Webb’s sermon was very impactful to me regarding the 

church and for us to leave it well for the next generation to follow.  I was very impressed 

the entire weekend with Bishop Webb.  I feel he is a great leader who shows compassion 

and empathy in all he does.  Throughout the weekend, we received information on the 

Mission Central Hub that provides buckets of supplies to families and people in need. 

2) The Laity session, led by Conference Lay Leader Susan Hardy (who has preached at our 

church), gave various reports on UMC Women, New Faith Communities, CCYM and 

presented candidates for general and jurisdictional conference.  As a side note, 90% white 

and 10% minority individuals represented the overall conference. 

3) The first evening plenary began voting for candidate for clergy and laity members for 

general conference next year in Minneapolis.  Other general petitions were also voted on. 

4) We did hear the next day, two talks by Rev. Vance Ross from Georgia who talked about 

“praying alone”.  He was a very powerful speaker. 

5) The plenary on the second day was very long and hard, dealing with LGBTQAI+ petitions, 

more votes on conference delegates, and voting on the board of trustees.  The trustee vote 

was delayed as delegates requested more diversity among the nominees.  I listened intently 

on all of the items while being respectful.  My heart and mind were troubled through out 

this session as I struggled to understand differing points of view and conflicting ideas. 

6) The Memorial Service in the evening was very emotional and powerful.  As the second day 

ended, I was proud to see Pastor Carmen lead the conference in prayer along with one of 

our Footstep’s youth. 

7) Day 3 saw the conclusion of voting for delegates to general and jurisdictional conference.  

I was proud to see Pastor Carmen selected to general conference.  The whole weekend, I 

was very proud of her and her husband, Nick and their place in the clergy portion of our 

conference.  The plenary continued to be slowed with motions and discussions on various 

items.  New leadership in legal and finance areas were appointed along with the conference 

budget approved.  4 lunch workshops were provided.  In addition we heard from a woman 

receiving scholarship assistance thru the black college fund.  Her talk was very emotional.  

Bishop Webb also stated the overall conference received 83% of its ministry shares, while 

on the conference level is pays 100% to the general conference for the third year in a row.  

There was a recognition of churches that were closing, including the Open Meadows 

Church in our district.  It was a sad and powerful presentation as people stood up as the 

names of their churches were read. 

8) The conference office officials who spoke during the conference were very insightful and 

competent people.  The technology and electronic voting were neat to see as well.  In the 

evening, Pastor Carmen read the names of those retiring with a combined 875 years of 

service, with some people having 40 or more years alone.  The evening concluded with a 

blessing and anointing service and a short plenary. 

9) The final day had worship led by Young Adults and Youth and an offering for the Mission 

of Peace.  Again, I heard some of the pain and trouble these individuals have.  We also 

heard statistics on the teen suicide rates, which were hard to hear. 

10) The final plenary concluded all the business of the conference. 

 

 

Three final notes:  A conference such as this can easily be dominated by a few individuals both 

clergy and laity. The bishop through out the conference was always searching for new individuals to 

speak on most if not every topic.  The conference along with the board of trustees is working on a 

framework for those churches wishing to break from the UMC.  From what I heard, there will be 

financial considerations for churches to consider and deal with, should they choose to do this.  Lastly, 

our new district superintendent was introduced as Sherri Rood is leaving to take a position in the 

Pittsfield area.  While I did not meet her, I heard she will be an excellent addition to our Cornerstone 

District. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or would like to know more. 

 

Thank you, 

Mark Sleggs – Lay Leader, Hurlbut Memorial Community UMC 

 

 

 

Help us accept each other as Christ 

accepted us, teach us as sister, brother, 

each person to embrace.  Be present, 

Lord, among us, and bring us to believe 

we are ourselves accepted and meant to 

love and live. 
 

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in 

our daily life we struggle to be human 
and search for hope and faith.   

 

Teach us to care for people, for all, not 
just for some, to love them as we find 

them, or as they may become.        UM 

Hymnal 560 
 

 

A Voice Cries Hope 

A Meditation for Advent 
 

     Ask any child what Advent is all 

about, and the answer will come 

quickly and firmly…Advent is about 

waiting.  True enough, Advent is about 

waiting.  But Advent waiting is 
different. 
 

     When we think that somebody 

might be coming, our waiting reflects 

our half baked expectation  we may 
prepare, we may not.  Certainly other 

things are more pressing. 
 

     When we know that an expected 

guest is approaching, our waiting is 
quite different.  Hopeful waiting is 

accompanied by a flurry of activity 

rooms are put in order, meals are 
prepared, ice cube trays are filled, 

furniture is dusted, carpets are 
vacuumed, lists are made and checked 

twice. All is made ready.  That is what 

Advent waiting is like. 
 

     Advent waiting is brim-full of 
HOPE a knowing assurance that 

something wonderful really is going to 

happen. 
 

      Hope changes everything!  And 
hope, itself, changes and grows.  From 

the dim spark of hope (against all hope)  

that glowed in those waiting for the 
Messiah (like those waiting outside the 

temple during Zechariah’s angelic 

delay) to the fanned flame of hope that 
radiated from Simeon and Anna, 

Scripture tells the tales of a people 

driven by hope.  We continue in their 

footsteps. 

     If you are age 70 ½ or older, you 
may now instruct your IRA 

custodian to transfer any amount up 

to $100,000 directly to Hurlbut 
Memorial Community Church.  

      This distribution would not be 

included in your taxable income (but 
could fulfill any required minimum 

distribution requirements) and would 

not produce an income tax 
deduction. 

     This outright gift must come 

directly from your IRA custodian to 
Hurlbut Church.  Gifts may be made 

at any time in 2018 and in future 

years without expiration. 

 

For more information, please 

contact Deanne Manzella 
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Before you know it, it will be that time of year again and we are looking 

forward to ushering in the birth of our Lord this year at Hurlbut Church 

in a variety of ways! 

 
Advent Prayer Vigil Advent is the season of waiting and preparing 

for the coming of Christ.  The first Sunday of Advent , the 

beginning of our Christian year, occurs on December 1, 2019.  

 

    We mark the beginning of the Christian year with the Hurlbut 

Advent prayer vigil in the Sanctuary, beginning Friday, December 

6, 2019 at 3:00 PM and continuing non-stop until 3:00 PM on 

Saturday, December 7.  If you have not experienced the Advent 

prayer vigil in the past we encourage you to participate this year.  It 

is a very powerful and meaning time to sit in the sanctuary and pray 

for an hour within the 24 hour time period.  We invite Hurlbut 

family members to sign up for various time slots on the sign-up 

sheet posted in Truesdale Hall for this purpose,  or please call the 

church office if you are able to assist! 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding,  in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 

make your paths straight.    Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
Lighting the Advent Candle  With the new year comes once again 

the lighting of the Advent candles.  As we light the way into the 

new year, each week we emphasize the importance of Hope, Peace, 

Joy, and Love in our world.   Please contact Debbie or Carmen if 

you are interested in serving as Advent Candle lighters this 

year.  The Sundays are 12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22, and Christmas Eve  

12/24/19 

 
Christmas Eve Services (7:00 pm) Believe in the true meaning of 

Christmas and join us for our Christmas Eve candle light service. 
Hurlbut will be offering just the one service at 7:00 pm on Sunday 

evening .  Since Christmas Eve is falling on a Sunday we will also 

be having our regular Sunday Morning Worship Service at 10:45 

am. 

 

A Blue Christmas Service  In recognition that the holiday’s are 

sometimes a difficult season for some people at certain times, 

Hurlbut will be offering a special Christmas Service.  On 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  This will be what is 

often called a “Blue Christmas Service”.  
 

 It will celebrate the nativity season with emphasis on its comfort, 

hope, and joy in times of trial.  Such as loneliness, emptiness, anger, 

and loss.  This service will hold up the Holy Spirit and Jesus 

compassion for everyone in all times of life.  Consider making this a 

holiday gift of love and peace to yourself or a friend. 

 

Church Charge Conference  Save the Date….. Our Church Charge 

Conference will be held on Saturday December 7th at 10:00 am at 

Hurlbut Church with the new District Superintendent Suzanne 

Block.  This church conference will be just for our Hurlbut 

congregation. 

 
“This very day in King David’s hometown a Savior was born 

for you.  He is Christ the Lord.  You will know who he is, 

because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a 

bed of hay.” 

 

 

Chautauqua Lake Ecumenical Community Thanksgiving 

Service 

     The Thanksgiving Service will be held at the Mayville 

United Methodist Church. 

On Sunday November 24th at 7:00 pm with David Herr 

speaking on prison/jail ministry. 

     Anyone wishing to be a part of the community choir 

should come around 6:30 pm for a rehearsal. 

 

 

Christmas Tea   Ladies of Hurlbut are invited to a 

Christmas Tea .    Bring a friend and join us on Sunday, 

December 15, 2019 from 4-6 pm for tea, treats, and a short 

program.  Please  join us as we celebrate this joyous season.  

       Again we will invite the wonderful men of the church to 

help us out with set-up and clean-up.  

      Contact the  Church office for more information or if 

you’d like to help out …and to register for this event.   

     Registrations can be made by calling the church office or 

signing up in Truesdale Hall later in November. 

 

                             
 

Christmas Pageant Our children’s Christmas pageant will be 

on Sunday, December 15 during the  worship service.   We 

would love to have all of our children participate in the 

pageant, they could bring their friends as well. Adult help is 

always welcome during the pageant.  Let Amy Stephenson  

know if you would like to help. 

 

 
Hanging of the Greens  Join us from 4-7:30 PM on Saturday, 

December 7, 2019 for Hanging of the Greens.  We invite 

everyone to come and help us decorate the church!  Then 

stay and share a meal together if you would like to bring a 

Christmas dessert or cookies that is appreciated!. Come join 

us as we sing together some of our favorite carols!  There is 

something for everyone, both young and old, come one, 

come all!   

 

 

The Unhanging of the Greens  This will happen on Saturday 

January 4,  2019 beginning at 9:00 am.  Many hands help to 

make the work go quickly, please join us by helping to 

unhang the greens 

 

Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises, for knowing 

whatever tomorrow may bring, the Word is our promise 

always, forever, we rest in God’s keeping and live in 

God’s love. 

 

This gift we now bring, this present, this token, these 

words can convey it, the joy of this day!  When grateful 

we come, remembering, rejoicing, this song we now offer 

in honor and praise.                        UM Hymnal  page 87 
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The following article was published in June 2017 in The Ledger, and is reprinted with permission from The 

Ledger, the Chautauqua County weekly paper.   

 

The Yorker Museum By Beverly A. Hazen. 
 

The Yorker Museum offers a look at how people lived and worked in this area during the pioneer days in its 

presentation of a home from the 1800s, a buggy shed, schoolhouse, general store, and more, all within easy 

walking distance of each other. This museum has individual historical structures compactly fit on a small plot at 

the corner of Park and Church Streets in the Village Common of Sherman. 

 

The collection of assorted buildings makes one wonder how this all came about. Roberta Tenpas, president of the 

Sherman Historical Society, said that it all started in 1946-47 under the leadership of one person: the Sherman 

School social studies teacher, Miss Genevieve Matteson. “She discussed colonial New York with her seventh 

grade students and asked them to bring in something ‘old’ from home so class members could learn about items 

that were used by the early settlers,” Tenpas said. When the kids told her that their relatives didn’t want the 

artifacts returned, Miss Matteson kept them for the following year. This pattern repeated itself year after year, so 

eventually a large collection of antiques necessitated finding a museum for storage and display purposes. Miss 

Matteson’s handful of five seventh grade girls became known as “The French Creek Yorkers,” the junior 

members of the New York State Historical Association, and the enrollment eventually increased to over 250 

junior and senior high school students. 

 

The first building donated to the Yorkers was The Peter Ripley House, the oldest frame building in the village, 

situated on property belonging to the Catholic Church. In about 1950, community members moved it about two 

city blocks. The house reflects how an early frontier family lived in the 1830’. The kitchen table is set with dishes 

and silverware, and a cupboard and baby cradle are nearby in the pantry. Loveseats, a sewing machine and other 

furniture are in the living room and a framed display on the wall shows hair, woven to create a picture. Beds and 

quilts are upstairs. “This house is fully furnished,” Tenpas said, “except for an ice box in the kitchen.” 

 

The Nettle Hill School, filled with donated classroom desks and books, is typical of a one - room school house of 

1860. It was moved about three miles to its current location and the Buggy Shed was moved about five miles 

from the Waits Corners area. Farm tools (corn silage chopper, single hay bale press), buggies, sleighs, an ice 

cutter and the first Sherman Fire District Engine are displayed. 

 

The Log Dwelling, possibly a French fort dating back to 1750 with no windows and a below-the-ground entrance, 

is now featured as an 1800 pioneer home with a door and windows. It was moved about 10 miles.  

 

Ray Larson’s General Store is representative of a 1900s store with multiple items on the counters.  

 

The contents of The Chapel were all donated by area churches, including the pews, the organ, and piano.    

The young Yorkers presented exhibits at Conventions and received many awards. 

 

The Meeting House has some of these Yorker Community Awareness Awards on display, as well as books and 

records and photographs. Miss Matteson became Mrs. Ray Larson in 1959 and continued to promote the Yorkers. 

However, in 1998, the State disbanded the Yorker program. In 2011 the newly formed Sherman Historical 

Society took over the cleanup and preservation of the buildings, and now the Yorker Museum is property of the 

Village of Sherman. 

 

This museum has the distinction of originally being owned and operated by youth, and currently school children 

come for tours of the Yorker Museum and learn from the guides what took place years ago. What makes this 

location special is the multitude of items displayed in each of these buildings. “This museum is fully furnished,” 

Tenpas said, “and I like to exhibit artifacts so people can see them up close.” 

 

The Yorker Museum is open June, July and August on Saturdays and Sundays, from 1 – 4 pm. Special Tours are 

available by appointment; call (716)716-6659.         Published in June 2017. 
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Your love is wonderful.  By your power you 

save those who trust you from their enemies.  

Protect me as you would protect your own eye.  

Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

Psalm 17:7-8 

 

Simply because you can't put your hands 

around something doesn't mean it's not there.  

In fact, those things that are most precious to 

us are the things that are invisible, aren't 

they? 

 

Love, tenderness, happiness, air, feelings, 

emotions…those things we cannot touch, but 

they are very real.  And so it is with God's 

power.  It may not be touchable, but it's real 

and it's obtainable. 

 

Walking with the Savior   Max Lucado 

What Every teacher needs to know about the United Methodist 

Church…Some Interesting Details. 
(How easily may we see the hand of God in small things as well as great!  

John Wesley, 1760.) 
 

The Cross and Flame  The official insignia of The United Methodist Church 

is the Cross and Flame.  These two traditional symbols relate the church both to 

Christ (the cross)( and to the Holy Spirit (the flame).  The tongues of the flame 

recall the presence of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  In addition, the dual tongues 
represent the merger of The Evangelical united Brethren Church ant The 

Methodist Church in 1968 to form The United Methodist Church. 
 

The Circuit Rider  John Wesley traveled about five thousand miles a year on 

horseback spreading his message of “scriptural holiness” throughout England, 
as well as Wales, Scotland, and Ireland.  Horseback riding also became part of 

the life of the Methodist preachers in the American frontier. 

Francis Asbury organized America into large circuits.  The Methodist preachers 
rode on horseback to establish churches, to organize new congregations, and to 

preach at each place along the circuits regularly.  
 

Cokesbury  At the Christmas Conference in 1784, Thomas Coke and Francis 

Asbury became the first bishops of the Methodists in the United States.  

Together, their names are remembered in the name given to the official book 
stores of the United Methodist Church: Cokesbury. 
 

Why Methodist?  John Wesley and his brother Charles were leaders of a small 

group of serious Christian students at Oxford.  Others made fun of this group 

by calling them such names Bible Bigots, The Bible Moths, and The 

Enthusiasts.  The group was also known as the Holy Club.    As the Holy Club 
continued to flow John and Charles Wesley’s lead to use their time wisely and 

to live methodically, studying, praying, and serving others according to 

carefully laid plans, the name Methodists was added to the taunts of those who 
ridiculed them.  The name Methodist stuck, and that name has remained part of 

the church’s name from the days of the earliest Methodist societies in England 
until the days of the United Methodist Church all over the world today. 
 

Charles Wesley: Hymn Writer  Charles Wesley wrote thousands of hymns 

during his ministry.  Among Charles Wesley’s hymns are some of the best-

known and well–loved hymns that are still being sung in The United Methodist 

Church and in churches of many other denominations.  Some of the hymns 
Charles Wesley wrote include 

 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. 

 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 I Want a Principle Within 

 O Love divine, What hast Thou Done 

 A Charge to Keep I Have 

 Jesus, Lover of My Soul 

 And Are We Yet Alive 
 

The Ministry of All Christians  All Christians are called by God, through 

their baptism, to be in ministry in the world.  Therefore, the term minister is 
appropriately used to describe any Christian who responds to God’s call to 

reach out to the world and its people through loving acts of service.  The 

ministers of the church are called to serve in variety of ways. 
As Laity  From its earliest days, Methodism has been a lay movement..  The 

term laity comes from laos, which means of the people.  The laity are the whole 

people of God, who serve in as ministers witnessing to the work of God in 
individual lives and in the world. 

As Clergy  Within the body of all Christians ministers, though, some are called 

to fulfill a specific ministry through the church. 
Deacons  ordained ministers appointed to focus on servanthood.  A deacon 

models the relationship between worship in the community of faith and service 

to God in the world.   Deacons serve in a variety of ministry settings, both in 
the church and in the world. 

Elders  ordained ministers appointed to lead congregations of Christians in the 

celebration of the sacraments and to guild and care for the life of the 
community.  Some elders may also serve in extension ministries beyond the 

local church. 

Local Pastors  licensed ministers appointed to perform the duties of a pastor in 
a specific church or charge. 
 

The World is My Parish   These words are a popular paraphrase of John 

Wesley’s words. 

 

Wellness Tips…..Winter Wellness Focus- Safe Driving on Slick 

Roadways. 

Safety First….Before the mercury drops, consider putting snow  

tires on your vehicle. They have greater traction and control in 

snowy weather than traditional tires, and will help you get 

through the season  when roads are slick.    Winter weather can 

present many driving headaches for drivers, slick roadways 

being one of them.  Most skids can be prevented by simply 

adjusting driving to the conditions and remembering how to 

recover if you should come in contact with a slick surface. 
  

Skid-Free Driving 

Remember these tips to avoid a dangerous accident when  

roads are slick: 

  Slow down before reaching curves and turns, as most  

skids occur on these parts of the road. When reaching  

a curve, apply power slightly and steer steadily with no  

abrupt changes in direction or excessive braking. 

  Plan ahead for lane changes by checking in your rearview 

mirror and your blind spots to make sure the other lane is clear. 

Then, turn on your directional and swing over to the other lane 

in a gradual line. Make this move with the smallest possible 

steering changes and with a light foot on the gas. 

  Watch out for ice patches or piles of wet leaves on 

overpasses and in shady areas . They are especially slick. 
 

  Anticipate stops by slowing down gradually, well  

ahead of intersections. Also be aware that approaches  

to stopping areas will be slick because of excessive  

starting and stopping traffic. 

  Increase the following distance behind the vehicle in  

front of you. This will give you extra cushioning so that  

you can stop safely. 

  Use only a light foot on your gas pedal when driving in  

heavy snow. Pushing your gas down hard will only cause your 

wheels to spin with little or no forward movement.  If you go 

into a skid, remember the following: 

  Do not steer against the skid or hit the breaks. 

  Steer in the direction that your vehicle is sliding until  

you feel your wheels recover traction. Then slowly  

straighten your wheels and keep rolling.  

  If braking is necessary before rolling traction is  

recovered, apply the brake carefully so that you do not  

lock your wheels and intensify the skid. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HURLBUT MEMORIAL COMMUNITY  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Where Worship Welcomes  

 

THE MISSION 

To share Christ with the community and the world  

by being a  center for Christian worship, education, 

fellowship and service. 
 

Serving our community with an ecumenical outlook. 
 

Ministers:  The members and friends of this congregation  

Lay Leader:  Mark Sleggs 

Member of Annual Conference:   

Ministries Coordinator:  Debbie Caruso 

Music Director: Wendy Marlinski  

Custodian:  Cindy Peacock 

Pastor:  Rev Carmen Perry 

Associate Pastor: Rev John Jackson 

Office Hours  8 am 2:00 pm  Monday – Friday 

Phone:  716 357 4045   Fax  716 357 5225 

Email  hurlbutchurch@gmail.com 

Email: carmenperry10@yahoo.com 

Web Site:www.hurlbutchurch.org 

Visitor:  Debbie Caruso 

 

The Chautauqua Church VISITOR 

 is the monthly newsletter of Hurlbut Memorial 

 Community United Methodist Church 
 

Sunday Worship at  10:45 a.m. 

Church School at 9:30  am  


