
   

 

 Chautauqua Church Visitor 
Hurlbut Memorial Community  

United Methodist Church 
  

    Lent/  Easter                                       April 2019      
                                                          

“Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; 

am I my brother’s keeper?’” (Genesis 4:9 [NRSV]) 

 

             

           This past weekend I began our Hurlbut Church Women’s Retreat with a prayer 

followed by an ice breaker activity. I asked the women present to state their name and 

then to name their favorite season of the year.  In my mind, as I planned, I did not 

think it would be a complicated request, but as the women wrestled to name one 

favorite season, and as they rationalized why it is impossible to choose just one season, 

I began to see a new relationship among the seasons.  Holding on and enduring the 

winter season keeps us hopeful for the newness of life that comes with spring.  

Looking for ways to cool ourselves on warm, humid summer days, keeps us excited 

for the crisp air of a fall day. 

 

            Within the Bible, one of the most famous questions asked of God about 

keeping comes from Cain just after he kills Abel, “am I my brother’s keeper?” 

Immediately, our inclination is to respond with a resounding, “Yes, yes you are your 

brother’s keeper. Yes, we are our brothers’ keepers.” Yet, in a word study that my 

spouse did last semester for his Doctorate of Ministry work, he found that the verb to 

keep in Hebrew is translated, shamar. He further found that in the Hebrew Testament 

of The Bible, the verb shamar occurs when humanity is directed to keep the garden 

(Genesis 2:15), the covenant (17:10), the feast of unleavened bread (Exodus 12:17), 

Sabbath (Leviticus 19:30), the charge of the sanctuary (Numbers 3:38). The Hebrew 

Testament gives many directions on what we are to keep, but our brother or sibling is 

never one of them. Rather, each of the directives when we are told to keep hone and 

sharpen our relationship with God. Perhaps, it is in living in a good and relationship 

with God that we honor and live in good and right relationships with one another. 

 

             We are just over one-half of the way through the season of Lent: a time of self-

examination, reflection, and penance as we look forward to the celebration of Easter. I 

invite you to reflect and ponder the following question: “What I am keeping?” What 

are we keeping in this season of Lent? Are we keeping our idols and our habits that 

prevent us from experiencing the full joy of resurrection on Easter Day? Are we 

keeping covenant with God: through our prayer, our meditation, our celebration of 

communion, our fellowship, and our Bible Study? My prayer is that we will let go of 

what is keeping us, and in so doing begin to keep our hearts focused on the days of 

Lent ahead that will eventually lead us to the joy of Easter.  May it be so!               

 
 

Pastor Carmen 

 
 

More inside on … 
 

Adopt a Highway 

May 4, 2019 

see page  4 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

third Wednesday 

 every month 

see page 4 

 
Cookies for 

Chautauqua Lake School 

 Monday April 29, 2019 

See page 4 

 

Finance News 

Page 6 

 

Sheridan Historical Society 

by Beverly Hazen 

Page 7 

 

Easter history, traditions, 

Passover and Easter.  Story of 

the hymn Old Rugged Cross. 

Page 11 
 

 

This is my prayer for you. 

That your love will grow more and 

more, that you will have knowledge  

and understanding 

 with your love. 

 

That you will do many good things 

with the help of Christ to bring 

glory and praise to God. 

 

Philippians 1:9, 11 
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CELEBRATIONS! 

April Birthdays include: 

1   Bill Doupe 

3   Judie Peterson,  Matt Trusso 

5   David Doupe 

6   Amy Stephenson 

7   Emma Caruso 

8   Ted Anderson 

9   Katie Schmidt 

11  Rhonda Kester  

14  Beverly Doupe 

19  David Reese Weasley 

20  Kristine Gleason 

21 Ethan Taylor 

22 Ainsley Helt 

23 Elizabeth Marshaus,  

23 Cherry Gleason, James Latimer 

24 Maggie Foster, Alyce Milks 

27 Christopher Hewes 

28 Rol Hewes 

29 Janet Weatherlow 

 

 
April Anniversaries  

4   Cindy/Dave Shuff 

21  Debbie/ Tom Caruso 

21  Diane/ Charlie Smith 

21  Juanita/ John Jackson 

29  Natalie/ Paul Womack 
 

 

  

 PRAYER CONCERNS 
Cyndy Akin               Levon Bedrosian       Betty Jane Berdine 

Carboni Family                        Nikita Gasiorowski   Scott Hennesey 

MacKenzie Hewes                  Kitty Herzog              Doug Ireland                          

Juanita/John Jackson               Karen Brown Johnson  Abigail Jopek  

Mitzi/Debbie Kristy                Carolyn Latta             McGavock Family 

Matthew Morse                       Joan Peacock             Lucille Piper   Kathy Schmidt 

Sprague  Family                     Ethan Taylor               Evelyn Thorndike  

Matt/Mary Lou Trusso           Marilyn Ward            Lena Weatherlow  

Wendel Family                        Betty Wile                Ashville Food Pantry   

Project Chacocente               Hope Flowers School   Summer Meals                 

Habitat for Humanity           Westfield Community Kitchen     St Susan’s                     

Spiritual Growth/Faithful Discipleship                Hurlbut Church Families/Youth                                    

Leaders of our Nation       Literacy Volunteers    Dunkirk Willow Mission  

Jail Ministry                      UMCOR                     Global Missions                      

WNY Conference Camps/ Campus Ministries    Chaut Co Rural Ministries   
  

Those who know the Lord trust him, because he will not leave those who come to 

him.    Psalm  9:10 

 
Communication 

New Website!     We are pleased to announce that we have a new website for our 

church at  (www.hurlbutchurch.org). Please check this site for updates on the 

scheduled events at Hurlbut, church newsletters, as well as sermons from 

Pastor Carmen.  Contact Sam Hazen at bevsamhazen@yahoo.com if you have 

information you would like to have put on the website. Thank you! 

                                                                       Beverly Hazen, Communications 

 
The Chautauqua Church Visitor   The church visitor is posted on the church 

web site.  If you would like to stop getting a paper copy and only read it on 

line please let the church office know. 

 

 
 

May Birthdays  

1  Caitlin Warner 

3  Joe Trusso 

5  Valerie Foster 

6  Billy Clyde 

7   Sam Hazen 

10  Gus Gifford, Jessica Haskin 

10  Lexie Jacobson 

13  Denyce Akin, Dave Shuff 

14 Justin Corey, Jim Boyle 

19 Steven Akin 

23 Robbie Paulus, John Jackson 

25 Sandy Green 

27 Susan Bauer, Thom Cornell 

28 Samantha Bauer 

31 Bill Clark 
May Anniversaries  

2  Carmen/ Nick Perry 

6    Sue/ Bob Benjamin  

12 Kelly/ David Maleski 

12 Andy/Ashley Caruso 

12 Brenda/ Dan Martincic 

24 Anne/ Mark Sleggs 

28  Cindy/ Chip Warner    

29  Mary/ Ted Anderson   

     
This is my prayer for you; that your love 

will grow more and more; that you will 

have knowledge and understanding with 

your love that you will do many good 

things with the help of Christ to bring glory 

and praise to God.      Philippians 1:9, 11 

Celebration of Life 

Hallock N Mohler 89 years old passed away 

peacefully Friday, January 25, 2019, following a 

short illness, surrounded by family and friends.  He 

was living in Greenville, SC following his retirement 

from ministry.  Hal served many churches as pastor 

in several United Methodist conference throughout 

his career.  Hal was predeceased in death by his wife, 

Mary Nash. 

 

Newton “Newt” Wright 79 years old of Mayville 

NY died Thursday, February 28, 2019 at the 

Westfield Hospital.  He enjoyed NASCAR racing, 

state line speedway, he was an avid wood worker.  

He loved to travel, watch high school football, 

outdoor activities, and spending time with his family.  

He will be sadly missed by his wife Kathy, daughter 

Christine Peterson, and two sons Graham and Shawn.    

 
And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace 

the victory’s won, e’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan leadeth me.   He leadeth me, 

he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me.  His 

faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth 

me.                                                        UMH  page 128 

 
 

Sweet Blessing 

The Bedrosian Family is celebrating the birth of Emery 

Elizabeth Bedrosian.  The blessed event took place on 

Friday February 15, 2019 in a Denver Colorado hospital.  

She is the sister to two year old Luke and the daughter of 

Geoff and Ashley Bedrosian.  This sweet baby girl 

weighed 8 lb when born.  We are all so happy for the Bedrosian 

Family as they adjust to having their second child. 

 

 

 

This life is a test of the heart and soul…. Rising, we’re 

rising…  But something keeps moving us on to the 

goal… Rising, we’re rising. 
      

Rising on the wings of faith!   Over life’s storm-

troubled seas!   Carried along by a spirit of grace…   

Rising, we’re rising. 
 

Oh, love is a mountain---the challenge is great! 

Rising, we’re rising…  But strength for the climb comes 

to those who will wait…  Rising, we’re rising. 

                                             By Keith Elder 

 

 

In the bulb there is a 

flower, in the seed, an 

apple tree, in cocoons, a 

hidden promise, butter flies 

will soon be free!  In the 

cold and snow of winter 

there’s a spring that waits 

to be, unrevealed until its 

season, something God 

alone can see.  

                         UMH 707  

http://www.hurlbutchurch.org/
mailto:bevsamhazen@yahoo.com
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THANK YOU!    Greeter February- Debbie Caruso, Sandy Brown, Lizzy Marshaus,  

                              David Brown 

THANK YOU!    Liturgist February- Judy McCord, Sandy Brown, David Brown,  

                              Cindy Hinsdale 

THANK YOU!    Prayer February- Anne Sleggs, Dave Foster 

THANK YOU!    Fellowship Feb- Youth, Amy Stephenson, Wendy Limberg, Janet/Donna 

                              Weatherlow, Carolyn Latta, Mark Sleggs, Sandy Brown, Wendy Marlinski 

THANK YOU!    Communion Feb- Debbie Caruso, Val/Dave Foster, David Brown, 

                               Linda Hewes 

THANK YOU!    Ushers Feb-  Case Foster, Linda Hewes, Lyra/Grant Stephenson, Lizzie 

                              Marshaus, Janet/Donna Weatherlow, David Brown, Mark Sleggs, 

                              Mackenzie Say 

THANK YOU!   Nursery Feb- Courtney and Aaron Taylor, Elizabeth Marshaus 

THANK YOU!   Flowers March-  Worship 

THANK YOU!   John Jackson, Nick/Carmen Perry for your Ash Wednesday Worship 

                             Ministry. 

THANK YOU!    All of our Shrove Tuesday pancake preparers Ryan McChesney, Zach Weatherlow,        

Janet Weatherlow, Marilyn Ward, Dena Ward, Case Foster, Carolyn Latta. 

THANK YOU!    Carmen Perry for your leadership with the Lenten Bible Study 

 THANK YOU!   Carolyn Latta and Wendy Limberg for helping to cleanup the office. 

THANK YOU!    Case Foster for the great job of cleaning the sanctuary every week. 

                              Bev Hazen, Wendy Limberg for helping in the church office. 

THANK YOU!    Deanne Manzella for being our treasurer, Mark Sleggs for your counting  

                              ministry each Sunday. 

THANK YOU!    Cindy/Guy Peacock for keeping the church looking great and snow removal 

                             all winter .   

THANK YOU!   David Brown for all the repairs you do at the church and manse. 

THANK YOU!.. Carolyn Latta for the beautiful bulletin boards. 

THANK YOU!   All of our committee chairs: Trustees David Brown, Finance Dave Foster,  Nurture 

 Amy Stephenson, Outreach Sandy Brown, Staff Parish Tom Schmidt, Lay Leader Mark Sleggs. 

THANK YOU!  Deanne Manzella for mailing the goodie boxes, Thank you everyone who brought 

Items or gave money donations for the college boxes. 

THANK YOU!   Everyone who filled brown bags for the food pantry or gave monetary donations. 
 

Our God, we thank you for being so near to us!  Everyone celebrates your wonderful deeds.  Psalm 75:1 

A Thank You Notes 

from the heart 
Hurlbut Church Family,  Thank you so 

much for the care package!!  It made my 

week:  I loved everything in it, especially 

the mug.  It reminds me of the hymn every 

time I see it.  The package came at a great 

time, as these past couple of weeks have 

been very full, so it was a great blessing!  

Thank you for all the thoughts and prayers.  

It is so nice to remember everyone back at 

home and know I have people who are 

praying for me through college.  Because of 

you all, and everything you have done for 

me.  I am currently able to be firm in my 

faith and help plant seeds here at Nazareth.  

This would not have happened without the 

entire Hurlbut community I have always 

had behind me growing up and now.  

                  Kristen Akin  2/13/19 

 

 

Dear Hurlbut Church, 

Thank you so much for helping with giving 

me an experience like going to Footsteps.  It 

was one of the best things I have ever done.  

I got closer to God and my friends, and 

even new people.  I greatly appreciated it.  

                             Lauren Alfa  12/18 
 

 

Dear Members of Hurlbut Church, 

     We are again thank you for your very 

generous gift $1,200 to Chautauqua Area 

Habitat for Humanity.  Your donation will 

support the work of Chaut. Area Habitat, 

allowing our volunteers to build or 

rehabilitate house for working families in 

need of simple, decent, affordable housing.  

It will help these families with both short-

term relief from the instabilities of rental 

housing and with lasting solutions to build 

better futures.    

     Your gift will help buy building 

materials used during the house 

construction process, including the one that 

will be rehabilitated this spring on Union 

Street.  We are in the process of seeking 

applicants to become future homeowners 

and could use your assistant in spreading 

the word about the availability of this 

house.  We also rely on volunteers time and 

skills for construction, for refreshments, for 

family selection and support, and for 

community outreach.  All of which combine 

to create a powerful mechanism to help 

families attain greater stability, to improve 

neighborhoods, and to contribute to the well 

being of communities. 

     If you wish to join us as a volunteer, 

please call 716 934 9543 for more 

information.   
Habitat for Humanity 

 David Kurzawa   1/8/19 

 

(for more information about Habitat for 

Humanity please read on page 4) 

NURTURE COMMITTEE    "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching …  so that the 

person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed..  2 Timothy 3:16-17." 

 
With Love from Hurlbut…College Students Goodie Boxes   
College student goodie boxes were put together at Hurlbut Church Family Camp. The 

congregation was asked to bring items for the boxes or make monetary donations to help with 

purchasing the items.  Gift cards were purchased for the commuting students and (5) boxes 

were mailed out late February to our away college students. Thank you to all of you for 

participating in this ministry, it is a special way to let our college students know that we 

remember them with our actions, thoughts, and prayers. 

   

Women’s Retreat    Carmen lead a study on Ruth called “12 moments in every women’s life.  

This over night retreat was held at the United Methodist House on Friday March 22, 2019 – 

Saturday afternoon. It was a special time for the group of overnighters and commuters to 

fellowship, have fun, and study.  A painting on canvas craft project was offered to the group, it 

was a fun special way to show off all the talent present.  Everyone present took away 

something special and meaningful from the retreat.  
 

Christian Education Sunday   Christian  Education Sunday is a special day that we take the time 

to THANK our teachers.  Our  teachers prepare lessons and give of themselves each week.    

They lead small group studies throughout the year. Come share with us the joy of thanking all 

these wonderful people in Jun.  You are all special to us all year!!!!   We will let you know the 

date when June is closer. 

 
My child, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments.  Proverbs 3:1 
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Message from our Lay Leader……………………… 

To the Hurlbut Church Family..... 

    I recently completed the audit of the church finances for 2018 

and wanted to share with you my reflections after doing it.  As I 

went through the calendar year starting in January, I was truly 

amazed at the depth and outreach of our church in helping 

people in need, the ministries we are involved with, and the 

incredibly talented people that make up this wonderful place we 

call our church home. 

    On completing the audit, I was humbled and blessed to learn 

much of what God sees as we work together in his kingdom.  

My appreciation of our church has be magnified by all of our 

work together during 2018.  Thank you and peace to you always,        

Mark Sleggs - Lay Leader 

 

Prayer Fellowship-     Come and join our Hurlbut Prayer Fellowship 

Group on Thursday mornings at 10:30 am.  Our weekly 

pray’er’s meet to pray for families here at the church, special 

prayer concerns, and names from our church mailing list.  If you 

would like to join them for a brief inspirational lesson or reading 

and 1 hour of praying for others you will always be welcomed. 

OUR  REACH  THROUGH  OUTREACH  
Service one another with whatever gift each of you has received."     1 

Peter 4:10 
 

Adopt A Highway  As spring gets closer we are starting to think 

about our highway cleanup. On Saturday May 4, 2019 

beginning at 8:30 am we will meet at the church and leave from 

that point.   The stretch of highway that we pick up is from 

Snug Harbor to the Turner Center.  This is a fun way to do 

something for the environment, get some fresh air and exercise.  

Save the date…the more hands we have will make the job go 

quicker. 

 

 Men’s Breakfast    The Men’s Breakfast is held on the third 

Wednesday of the month. The next breakfast dates will be 

Wednesday April 17 and  May 15, 2019 , 7:30 am at the 

Mayville Diner.  Please come join us for good food, 

conversation, and fellowship. 
 

Brown Bag Sunday   During the month of lent brown bags of 

non perishable food items were collected for the Ashville Food 

Panty.  The bags were returned to the church on UMCOR 

Sunday March 31.  Hurlbut Church collects items for the food 

pantry all year at the Scott Street entrance.  There is always a 

need for helping people in our community. 

 

Cookies for Chautauqua Lake School   One of our traditional 

outreach projects that we do every year  is to show our 

appreciation to the Chautauqua Lake School staff.  This is a 

small way we can show all the staff at CLCS who are teachers, 

administration, custodians, cafeteria, and transportation staff  

how much we appreciate their caring, dedication, and nurturing 

that they give to all the children in the school district 

throughout the year. 

 

    We will be collecting the cookies given by our congregation 

after lent.  The cookies can be homemade or purchased and 

every donation will be appreciated. We will then prepare 10 

very large trays of cookies, which we will deliver to the school.   

 

    The date to bring cookies in will be Sunday April 28
th

.  

They will be delivered to the school on Monday April 29
th

.  
These dates will also be posted in the Sunday bulletins as well 

as on the Tuesday emails as we get closer to Easter . 

 

 

UMCOR SUNDAY  One Church-wide special Sundays 

that the United Methodist Church celebrates is UMCOR 

Sunday this was formerly know as One Great Hour of Sharing 

Sunday. 

This special Sunday happened on March 31, 2019.  It is always 

celebrated on the fourth Sunday in Lent.  UMCOR Sunday 

provides support for the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief.  This committee assists people affected by crisis or 

chronic need with programs and projects in disaster response, 

health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, 

and more.  At Hurlbut we always return our Lent Brown Bag 

ministry on this Sunday.    
 

 

OUR  REACH  THROUGH  OUTREACH 

Chautauqua Area Habitat for Humanity  
 Looking for affordable Housing?  Chautauqua Area Habitat for 

Humanity may be able to help you! 

 

Qualifications for Partner Families. 

 

At least (1) adult in the household 

 

At least (1) child under the age of 18 

 

A demonstrable need to improve current housing situation 

 

A regular dependable income 

 

Must be willing to partner with Habitat in becoming a 

homeowner and be willing to put in 250 hours per adult in the 

household of labor at the construction site. 

 

Call (716) 951 8111 to find out if you might qualify and receive 

an application www.habitatchaut.org. 

 

Habitat for Humanity  
Volunteers are always needed if this is something you would like 

to do.  Your helping hands will make a difference in giving a 

family a home and a better future.   Everyone needs a foundation 

to build a future.  Every home is a building block.  Every home 

improvement gives children a better chance for a stronger future.  

Every donation helps a family help themselves.  Every helping 

hand makes a difference.   Are you ready to give a helping hand 

and make a difference in someone’s life…who does it take?  It 

takes everyone!!!! 
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WORSHIP NOTES     Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the 

Lord our Maker; for He is Our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under 

his care.      Psalm 95:6-7 

 
The United Methodist House 

warmly and enthusiastically 

invites Hurlbut Church to the 

United Methodist House 

every Sunday during the 

summer for worship at 9:30 

and to the Annual Meeting, 

Wednesday July 17, 2019 at  

4 p.m. If you plan to attend 

the annual meeting bring a 

generous casserole, salad, or 

dessert to share. 

    Bob & Karen Douds will 

be returning again this 

summer as the Methodist 

House host and hostess. 

    If you would like to check 

out the United Methodist 

House Web Site go to 

www.umhouse.com.  The 

UMH newsletters are posted on their web site.  Chris Redmond a summer 

visitor to the House does a great job of maintaining the web site and 

making it very welcoming to anyone who might want to know what the 

UM House has to offer in the Summer and Retreat seasons. 

    Reservations are made by calling Hurlbut Church Office 716 357 4045.  

During the retreat season end of August through the end of May the entire 

house is rented for groups (church, family, quilting, painting, and knitting).  

Groups use the house mid week as well as the weekends.  Reservations for 

the following summer season may be made starting the first Monday in 

October.  For more information about the UMH please call Hurlbut church. 

Summer Meal Ministry 
It may seem pretty early to start talking about summer 

meal ministry when we are just moving into spring but it 

really isn’t ……………… 

 
Before we know it Summer will be upon us and it will be 

time for our Summer Meal Ministry.  Every year for the 9 

weeks of the season the Hurlbut Meal Ministry and many, 

many volunteers come together to help serve the hungry 

people of Chautauqua.  We will be again serving our 

delicious meals for lunch and Thursday night dinner, and 

our Sunday Lemonade stand.   
 

We are always looking for new volunteers.  If you have a 

few extra hours during the week in the summer, or a 

desire to come and serve the church in other ways please 

contact the church office. 
 

The kitchen will be serving up meals Monday through 

Friday 11:45-1:15 pm, Thursday nights 5-7:00, and 

Sundays from 9:30-2:00 pm.  The menu is the same as 

past years for all of the meals.  The lunch choices are the 

ever popular soup and sandwich, soup and side salad, fruit 

plate, turkey salad plate, a vegetarian wrap, or the daily 

special.  The specials are spinach and cheese or ham and 

cheese quiche, taco salad, crab salad.  The Sunday 

lemonade stand consists of pastries, cookies, hamburgers, 

hotdogs, sausages, chips, and beverages.  Thursday night 

is Thanksgiving at Hurlbut, with turkey, stuffing, mashed 

potatoes, vegetables, and homemade desserts.  All meals 

are Eat-In or Take-Out. 
 

Working in the Hurlbut kitchen is a very special 

opportunity for fun and fellowship, and if you haven’t had 

the pleasure, we would love to have you join us.  So 

between all the meals there are plenty of opportunities for 

you to help your church and your Hurlbut Family.  There 

is no age limit in the kitchen and we love everyone.  If 

you are a baker, maybe you can make a dessert one week 

or maybe for multiple weeks.  If you love to serve people, 

there is always need for servers in the dining room on 

Thursday nights.  We can also use people for prepping 

and serving lunches. 
 

The meals are still the best deal on the Chautauqua 

grounds. 
 

Thank you in advance for your help this summer in the 

kitchen or just for your support of Meal Ministry by 

coming to our meals!  This ministry is a success because 

of all of you!   We’re looking forward to a fun and 

exciting summer and one that will benefit Hurlbut and all 

of the ministries and missions that we support.  Why not 

come and join us! 
 

Please let the church office know if you may be willing to 

volunteer this summer in any way or have any questions.  

We are looking for a few people willing to work on 

Sunday’s at the Lemonade Stand as the grill master and 

serving the public.        
 

Let us pray daily for our Summer Meal Ministry that we be 

 

Each Sunday of Lent we will share Holy Communion Service at our 10:45 

Worship.  Everyone is always invited to the table of our Lord. Also, please take a 

Lenten Nail from the basket under the cross as a token/reminder/ meditation 

focus during these days of Lent.  Pin it to the cross (leave a burden there) any 

time during Lent and take another as needed. 
 

Maundy Thursday Service     Westfield UMC will have a Maundy Thursday 

Service on April 18, 2019  lead by Carmen Perry preaching the service, also 

present for this service will be  Nick Perry and John Jackson. Everyone is invited 

to attend this service during Holy Week.  
 

Good Friday Service   Mayville United Methodist church will be having an 

ecumenical Good Friday service for the community on April 19, 2019 at noon.  

There will be three speakers giving the message.  One of the speakers will be 

Zach Stahlsmith.   
 

Easter Celebration!   On Easter Sunday April 21, 2019   we will again have two 

worship services one at 7:00 am  which is a Lakeside Worship at Palestine 

Park and the second is at 10:45 am in the Hurlbut Sanctuary!  As is tradition, 

we will host the Chautauqua community at the sunrise service in Palestine 

Park. Song and scripture and Holy Communion will be shared, as we hear the 

ancient and life-giving message: Christ is Risen! Easter celebration at 10:45. 

We shall gather as the people of God in worship and continue our Easter 

Observances with special music, song, and the Word: Christ is Risen! Christ is 

Risen. 
 

Praise the Lord for the glory of his name, worship the Lord because he is 

holy.                                                                                             Psalm 29:2 

http://www.umhouse.com/
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Finance News And we know that all things work together for good to 

 them that love God, to them who are  called according to his purpose."                                        

Romans 8:28 

2019 Financial Status 

                            Income         Expenses             Net    

February 2019  9,278.32        16,233.90    -  (6,956.00) 

Year to Date    18,047.34        35,187.40    -(17,140.00) 

 

 
This gift we now bring, this present, this token, these words can 

convey it, the joy of this day!  When grateful we come, 

remembering, rejoicing, this song we now offer in honor and 

praise!                                                    UM Hymnal  p 87 

Finance News   As we continue to move toward Easter later in April,   

summer will be right around the corner.   It seems like time is 

flying… before we know it our Summer Meal Ministry will be 

starting again.  Our Lenten Bible Study Unbinding the Gospel by 

Martha Grace Reese is being lead by Carmen Perry. Some Hurlbut 

Youth, and other adult leaders attended the Footsteps weekend which 

was a very spiritual enriching weekend.  The nurture committee had a 

Women’s Retreat at the United Methodist House late in March.  

Carmen lead a study on Ruth called “12 moments in every women’s 

life”.  The trustees have been sprucing up the bathrooms around the 

church.  Repainting the walls and tiling and painting the floors.  The 

web site is being kept updated by Sam Hazen.  He has been posting 

events, church newsletters, and Carmen’s sermons.   If you would 

like to just read the newsletters on line from the web site and not 

receive paper copies in the mail please let the church office know. 

 Together we continue to act faithfully as we serve God, we are all 

truly blessed.  We know that God will meet our needs when we are 

hopeful and faithful to him.  May we act with an enthusiastic faith 

and stewardship! 
 

Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises, for knowing what ever 

tomorrow may bring..  The Word is our promise always, forever, we rest in 

God’s keeping and live in God’s love.            UMH 87 

 

     If you are age 70 ½ or older, you may now instruct 

your IRA custodian to transfer any amount up to 

$100,000 directly to Hurlbut Memorial Community 

Church.  This distribution would not be included in your 

taxable income (but could fulfill any required minimum 

distribution requirements) and would not produce an 

income tax deduction. 
 

     This outright gift must come directly from your IRA 

custodian to Hurlbut Church.  Gifts may be made at any 

time in 2019 and in future years without expiration. 
 

     For more information, please contact Deanne 

Manzella Hurlbut Church Treasurer at 716 269 4742. 

 

Here is some information from Carmen about her understanding of what has happened at the special session of General Conference in late February.  

 

Dear Family and friends of Hurlbut Church, 

     By now, it is likely that you have seen, read, or heard a headline about the special session of General Conference in St. Louis. Below is my best 

understanding of the events that have occurred over the last few days: 

     Approximately 800 delegates from Europe, Africa, Latin America, the Philippines, and the U.S. gathered in St. Louis to determine a way forward 

in The UMC with regard to human sexuality. The time in St. Louis began with a day of worship, prayer, and communion. The later part of day one 

included a tutorial in parliamentary procedure and how to use the technology (voting devices, registering to be recognized on the floor, etc). 

     On Sunday, the delegates approved organizational motions and prioritized the 78 petitions that would have to be dealt with during this session. 

The top 5 priorities were (as voted by the delegates):  Petitions dealing with WesPath investments (what happens to pensions for anyone who may 

want to leave The UMC) 

     The Traditional Plan (a plan proposed to keep current language in The Book of Discipline and put into place stricter enforcement of existing rules 

relating to ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals and the officiating of same sex marriage by ordained UMC clergy. 

     Two Petitions on Disaffiliation: one which would require any local church exiting to pay its portion of unfunded pensions and one that would not 

have such a requirement. 

     The One Church Plan: would remove language in Book of Discipline regarding homosexuality and would allow conferences to determine whether 

they would ordain LGBTQIA and gender non-conforming individuals & allow local churches to determine whether same sex marriages could be 

performed on the church property. 

     On Monday, the delegates (acting as one legislative committee) supported the petitions related to pensions; supported the Traditional Plan (with 

amendments); supported the disaffiliation petitions and did not support the One Church Plan or the Simple Church Plan (a plan that would only 

remove the language regarding homosexuality from our Book of Discipline). 

     On Tuesday, the delegates entered plenary session. They took what had been supported on Monday and continued to refine (by amendment and by 

possible substitution of minority reports [petitions not supported by the majority during legislative session]). As a General Conference, the delegates 

voted to enact the less restrictive disaffiliation petition and to enact The Traditional Plan. The General Conference also voted to seek a declaratory 

decision from Judicial Council (think Supreme Court of UMC) as to whether the Traditional Plan is constitutional. 

     So, where does that leave us? As an institution, nothing much has changed. The language and doctrine remains in place. Pending a ruling from 

Judicial Council, more restrictive enforcement might be put into place. 

     It also leaves us with a gaping wound; we are a global denomination. We are a diverse people with diverse theological and cultural understanding, 

and as we now see what we as an institutional church enacts does not always correspond with what parts of our diverse body of Christ would hope. 

     As a local church, my hope is that we will continue to offer radical hospitality to everyone. My hope is that we will continue to share the good 

news of the gospel message with every person. The Book of Discipline records the position of the global church and the rules for clergy who serve 

within, but it does not dictate with whom we will share the Gospel of Christ. The gospel is for all of humanity. The love of God offered through 

Christ is bigger than Institutions and gender preferences, and my sincere prayer is that our mutual love for God will move us all forward into 

community and ministry with all of God’s people. 

 
If you have any questions regarding any of this, please reach out to me. You can reach me by phone 
(716)946-2269, text message, Facebook (either at Carmen Perry or Hurlbut Church), or e-mail at 
carmenperry10@yahoo.com 

mailto:carmenperry10@yahoo.com


   
Page 7                                                                                                   April 2019 
 

     The following article was published in The Ledger, and is reprinted with permission  from The Ledger, the Chautauqua 

County weekly paper.    Published on May 25, 2017 Sheridan Historical Society tours are available by appointment at 

(716) 672-2201. 

 

Sheridan Historical Society  By Beverly A. Hazen 

 

To get a glimpse of what took place living in a small town in the 1800 – 1900’s when life centered around being at home 

on a farm and attending community get-togethers, visit the Sheridan Historical Society at 2702 Route 20, in Sheridan, 

north of Fredonia, NY. 

 

The country folk of that time shared a patriotic spirit and attended gatherings of the International Order of Odd Fellows, 

whose motto was “Fellowship, Love, Truth,” and the “Grange,” the national organization of farmers united by the strong 

and faithful tie of agriculture. 

 

Housed in the former International Order of Odd Fellows Hall, the Sheridan Historical Society (SHS), chartered in 2000, 

presents wall displays of the Odd Fellows banners and floor displays of paraphernalia belonging to the men’s 

organization. A noteworthy collection of items pertaining to the Rebekah Lodge, the Odd Fellows’ female counterpart, is 

shown as well. While looking at pink Rebekah banners, Mary Langworthy, President of the Sheridan Historical Society, 

said, “People who see this say that we have quite a collection of the Rebekah items.” 

Sheridan town history displays are spread among two floors of the building  that started out as an Odd Fellows Hall, 

housed the Town Hall in the 1970’s and held the Town Court for a couple years, before being purchased by the SHS last 

fall.  There remains a “peek hole” in the upstairs Hall door for checking out those who wanted to enter the oblong room 

that has a raised platform at each end and folding seats along the sides for members to view the Odd Fellows formal 

ceremonies. 

 

Large informational panels explain the town’s founding in 1804, incorporation in 1827, and promote Sheridan’s 

agricultural history.  “In our early beginnings, agriculture, including both animal husbandry and plants, was varied and 

consisted of the farming of grapes, apples, peaches, currants…you name it,” Langworthy said.  

While the fruit industry remains relatively prominent in this area, the wool industry and the raising of sheep that was well 

established in the early 1800’s, has declined considerably. State census records of 1845 show that there were over 10,000 

sheep in Sheridan. Keeping track of one’s flock may seem like an overwhelming task, but earmarks, small notches in the 

sheep’s ear, easily accomplished this job. Less painful than branding, earmarks were permanent and quick, easily 

identifying each owner with his distinct mark. A record book of the Sheep Earmarks for Sheridan from 1827 – 1851 is on 

exhibit, along with other sheep farming implements. 

 

The town that has always faced geographical division from within (split among four school districts, five post offices and 

physically split by the railroads and Thruway), Sheridan strives to remain true to itself and foster strong community pride. 

On Memorial Day there will be a town parade and the Historical Society will host an Open House. A special display on 

World War I, including war posters, will be available for browsing in the old Court Room on the main floor. To add to the 

festive atmosphere, tickets will be sold for the drawing of a Pinwheel Quilt that will be held later in the season.  A 

museum piece, a red and white quilt from 1926-28 that was re-tied in 1976, will also be on display. 

 

Four wedding dresses, including a two-piece dress from December 26, 1861, are part of the museum collection, as well as 

children’s dresses, chatelaine purses, and a crocheted tablecloth. “Ninety nine percent of the items came from Sheridan,” 

said Virginia Becker, Secretary. “Almost everything is related in one way, shape or form to Sheridan.” A stage coach 

trunk from 1830 is on exhibit and there are curiosity pieces too – small wooden blocks and tiny bowling pins from 1900 

that are presumed to be from a ship carrying Christmas toys that sunk during a storm on Lake Erie. 

                                                                                                                                                             (Picture on page 8) 
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Sheridan Historical Society 

 

Get a glimpse of what took place 

living in a small town in the 1800 – 

1900’s when life centered around 

being at home on a farm and 

attending community get-togethers, 

visit the Sheridan Historical Society 

at 2702 Route 20, in Sheridan, north 

of Fredonia, NY. 

Photo was taken by Sam Hazen. 

 

Photo below was taken during the 

March 10
th
 worship service.  From 

left to right Mackenzie Say, Nadia 

Perry, Elizabeth Marshaus, Nathan 

Perry, and Bill Ward.   

Photo was taken by Beth Boyle. 
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From the Hurlbut Prayer Fellowship 

 

 A Church that Prays                   A Church Devoted to Prayer 

1.  Prays about what it does.  1.  Does things by prayer. 

 

2.  Fits prayer in.                                            2.  Gives prayer priority. 

 

3.  Prays when there are problems.                                           3.  Prays when there are opportunities. 

 

4.  Announces a special time of prayer… 4.  Announces a special time of prayer... 

     some in the church show up.                                                the church shows up. 

 

5.  Asks God to bless what it is doing. 5.  Asks God to enable it to do what God  

                                                                                                          is  blessing. 

 

6.  Is frustrated by financial shortfall… 6.  Is challenged by financial shortfall… 

     backs down from projects.                                                calls for fasting, prayer and faith. 

 

7.  Is tired, weary, stressed out.              7.  Mounts up with wings like eagles runs  

                                                                                                          and doesn’t grow weary....walks and 

                                                                                                         does not faint. 

 

8.  Does things within its means.        8.  Does things beyond its means. 

 

9.  Sees its members as its parish.                                           9.  Sees the world as its parish. 

 

10.  Is involved in the work of people.                                      10.  Is involved in the work of God. 

      

Fred A. Hartley III 

Footsteps Weekend    On the weekend of March 29-31, 2019 

Footsteps 41 took place at Camp Mission Meadows. 

 

The theme/subject of the weekend was “Field of Dreams”. The 

weekend verse was Colossians 3:23 “Do your work willingly, as 

though you were serving the Lord himself, and not just your earthly 

master.”  

 

Participating in the wonderful weekend was 32 candidates. Of the 21 

adults serving on the weekend (3) were from Hurlbut Church. Dennie 

Stahlsmith Prayer Team Coordinator, and Mark and Anne Sleggs 

were the Footsteps Coordinators.  On the 56 member youth team the 

largest they have ever had.   Elizabeth Marshaus did a talk on 

spirituality and was a tech person, Lauren Alfa and Will Stahlsmith 

were on the prayer team they are all Hurlbut Youth. 

 

Thank you to members of Hurlbut church who attended the Holy 

Hour on Saturday night and the closing on Sunday, making the 

weekend even more special.  

 
 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and soon all those around can 

warm up in its glowing.  That’s how it is with God’s love once you’ve 

experienced it.  You spread his love to everyone, you want to pass it on. 

                                                                           UM Hymnal page 572 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All things bright and 

beautiful, all creatures 

great and small, all things 

wise and wonderful: the 

Lord God made them all.  

 

Each little flower that 

opens, each little bird that 

sings, God made their 

glowing colors,  and made 

their tiny wings. 

 

The purple headed 

mountains, the river 

running by, the sunset and 

the morning that brightens 

up the sky.  

 

The cold wind in the 

winter, the pleasant 

summer sun, the ripe fruits 

in the garden: God made 

them every one. 

God gave us eyes to see 

them, and lips that we 

might tell how great is 
God Almighty, who has 

made all things well.   

                                                   

UM Hymnal  p 147 

 

 

 

 

      On Shrove Tuesday March 5, 2019 a pancake supper was 

held here at Hurlbut.  It was well attended by the congregation, 

members of the community, and the Chautauqua Fire 

Department.  It was a time of good food and great fellowship. 

      Many thanks for our great cooks Dena Ward, Ryan 

McChesney, Janet Weatherlow, Carolyn Latta, Zach 

Weatherlow, missing from the picture Marilyn Ward and Case 

Foster. 

 

Then people will say, “There really are rewards for doing 

what is right.                                              Psalm 58:11 
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Wellness Tips 
 

8 Reasons Your Avocado is good for your health:     Avocado is one of the most popular fruits. It offers an instant upgrade to almost any 

dish, including burgers, salads and smoothies—it's no wonder people have been adding slices to all of their meals (and Instagram accounts). 

Avocados get a bad reputation for being high in fat, but experts agree that it is the healthy kind of fat (from monounsaturated fatty acids). The creamy 

fruit feels indulgent, and yet is rich in vitamins and powerful antioxidants, so the avocado hype isn’t going anywhere anytime soon. Read on, as 

experts weigh in on the health and beauty benefits that make the treasured super food even more appealing. 
 

1. Improves Heart Health    How: An apple a day may keep the doctor away, but your daily avocado will keep the cardiologist away.  

Healthy fats help to maintain a healthy cardiovascular system and reduce risk of stroke, heart attacks and other cardiovascular diseases.  The high fat 

content helps with reducing spikes in blood sugar when consumed with other foods. “Monounsaturated fats found in avocados reduce LDL, or ‘bad’ 

cholesterol levels, while increasing HDL, ‘good’ cholesterol levels.  And speaking of daily fruits, you might be surprised to learn that avocados have 

more potassium than bananas. Potassium helps with lowering blood pressure and with prevention of strokes. Folate, a B vitamin found in avocados, 

also prevents strokes and reduces the risk of certain brain and spinal cord birth defects.    Recipe idea: Add 1⁄2 an avocado to a smoothie for an 

easy way to access benefits. 
 

2.  DIY Skincare   How: We’re skeptical of anything prescribed for all skin types, but avocados contain beneficial nutrients to address a range 

of concerns. In addition to ingesting the delicious fruit, you can apply it topically to reap even more beauty benefits. The natural oils in avocados can 

deeply penetrate the skin to nourish, soften and hydrate, Eyerman explains: “The hydrating properties may reduce fine lines and wrinkles, help keep 

skin smooth and boost skin’s immunity against stress and other environmental factors.” Specifically, antioxidants such as vitamins E and C help 

protect cells from free radical damage—one of the best anti-aging methods, points out California-based dietitian and nutritionist Jessica Gust, MS, 

RDN. Avocados also contain lutein, a carotenoid that promotes skin elasticity, while oleic acid and chlorophyll help to reduce redness and 

inflammation.   Recipe idea:  Mix 1⁄2 avocado with yogurt and raw, organic honey for a hydrating mask. Leave on face for 15-20 minutes, and 

rinse off with lukewarm water. Optional:Add in oats to help exfoliate skin. Utilize the avocado seed: Break the pit into a few pieces, let dry for a few 

days, then blend into a fine powder and mix with coconut oil or yogurt. Rub on skin as exfoliant, and rinse off with lukewarm water. 
 

3.  Reduces Stress  How: Rough day at work? Rather than a coffee break, consider grabbing an avocado.  Avocados are loaded with 

magnesium, the anti-stress nutrient.   Magnesium helps you release tension and also sleep better. And when you’re relaxed and well-rested, you’re 

more likely to have a positive outlook on life!    Recipe idea:  The New York-based nutritionist and podcast host suggests converting your avocado 

into an edible bowl: “Just scoop out a little of the flesh and add quinoa salad or chickpeas right into the sliced half.” 
 

4.  Improves Brain Health  How: Avocados’ healthy fats and nutrients, such as folate, copper and vitamins C and E make for great brain food.   

Our brains are over 60% fat and need fat to function properly.   Also, the fat and fiber will help keep your blood sugar balanced so that you can stay 

sharp and focused throughout the day.    Recipe idea: Sauté your favorite veggies in avocado oil.    For cooking, avocado oil is flavorless and has a 

high smoke point compared to other oils. This makes the oil a safer choice for sautéing and when using higher heat. 
 

5.  Promotes Healthy Hair and Nails   How:   Consider an avocado your daily multivitamin.  Avocados are filled with biotin for lustrous 

hair and nails. Plus, vitamins B and E can protect hair strands from dryness and damage, control hair loss and repair scalp damage.   Recipe idea:  

Ever buy too many avocados that start getting soft before you can eat them?  Mash them up and put the mixture directly on your hair as a nourishing 

mask.    You might also consider applying avocado oil to strands for extra shine or directly to scalp to treat dryness and flakes. 
 

6.  Promotes Weight Loss   How: The fiber found in avocados—which is more than in many traditional fruits—allows you to 

feel full longer and improves digestive health.   When it comes to weight loss, fiber is a big plus: It helps to clean us out our system 

and feeds our good bacteria, helping us digest all of our other food choices in a better manner.   Additionally, oleic acid, the primary 

monounsaturated fat in avocados, activates the part of the brain which makes you feel full, reduces cravings and prevents you from 

overeating.   Because avocados have the healthy monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats, they contribute to satiety. Studies show it 

shrinks your waist line and contributes to a lower BMI and body weight when eaten in moderation.   Recipe idea: Squeeze avocado 

on toast with lime and red pepper flakes for an easy breakfast go-to. 
 

7.  Promotes Muscle Recovery & Repair   How: Avocados are also an appealing post-workout snack. In addition to helping 

you stay full,  this fleshy fruit contains all nine essential amino acids which are required for proper protein synthesis to help promote 

repair and recovery of muscles.  Recipe idea: Add chopped avocados to a salad, and create a dressing with an avocado oil base. 

 

8.  Enhances Vision   How: Avocados also enhance your eyesight. Lutein is a carotenoid found in avocados that works to 

promote healthy vision. Meanwhile, the fat content of avocados helps you absorb the carotenoids, as well as fat-soluble vitamins, from 

other foods when consumed together.   Recipe idea: Sprinkle sliced avocados and tomatoes with sea salt for a midday snack. 

 

(source taken from website: elle.com) 

 

 

 
Come to me, all of you who are tired and have heavy loads, 

and I will give you rest.                            Matthew 11:28 
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Easter History    Easter is a Christian holiday that celebrates the belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the New Testament of the 

Bible, the event is said to have occurred three days after Jesus was crucified by the Romans and died in roughly 30 A.D. The holiday 

concludes the “Passion of Christ,” a series of events and holidays that begins with Lent—a 40-day period of fasting, prayer and 

sacrifice—and ends with Holy Week, which includes Holy Thursday (the celebration of Jesus’ Last Supper with his 12 Apostles), 

Good Friday (on which Jesus’ crucifixion is observed), and Easter Sunday. Although a holiday of high religious significance in the 

Christian faith, many traditions associated with Easter date back to pre-Christian, pagan times. 
 

Religious Tradition of Easter  The resurrection of Jesus, as described in the New Testament of the Bible, is essentially the foundation 

upon which the Christian religions are built. Hence, Easter is a very significant date on the Christian calendar.  According to the New 

Testament, Jesus was arrested by the Roman authorities, essentially because he claimed to be the “Son of God,” although historians 

question this motive, with some saying that the Romans may have viewed him as a threat to the empire.  He was sentenced to death by 

Pontius  Pilate, the Roman prefect in the province of Judea from 26 to 36 A.D. Jesus’ death by crucifixion, marked by the Christian 

holiday Good Friday (the Friday before Easter), and subsequent resurrection three days later is said, by the authors of the gospels, to 

prove that he was the living son of God.  In varying ways, all four of the gospels in the New Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John) state that those who believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection are given “the gift of eternal life,” meaning that those of faith will 

be welcomed into the “Kingdom of Heaven” upon their earthly death. 

 

Passover and Easter  Notably, Easter is also associated with the Jewish holiday of Passover, as well as the exodus of the Jews from 

Egypt, as described in the Old Testament. These links are clearly seen in the Last Supper, which occurred the night before Jesus’ 

arrest and the sufferings Jesus endured following his arrest.  The Last Supper was essentially a Passover feast. However, the New 

Testament describes it as being given new significance by Jesus: He identified the matzah (or bread) he shared with his 12 apostles as 

his “body” and the cup of wine they drank as his “blood.”  These rituals would come to symbolize the sacrifice he was about to make 

in death, and became the basis for the Christian ritual of Holy Communion, which remains a fundamental part of Christian religious 

services.  As Jesus’ arrest and execution were said to have occurred during the Jewish observance of Passover. 
 

Easter Traditions  In western Christianity, including Roman Catholicism and Protestant denominations, the period prior to Easter holds 

special significance.   This period of fasting and penitence is called Lent. It begins on Ash Wednesday, and lasts for 40 days (not 

including Sundays).  The Sunday immediately prior to Easter is called Palm Sunday, and it commemorates Jesus’ arrival in , when 

followers laid palm leaves across the road to greet him.  Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, which ends on Easter. 

                                                                                                                                                          (Sources website easter history.com) 

The Old Rugged Cross 

 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the 

emblem of suffering and shame. And I love that 

old cross where the dearest and best for a world 

of lost sinners was slain. 

 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross.  Till my 

trophies at last I lay down, I will cling to the old 

rugged cross, …And exchange it some day for a 

crown. 

 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so 

divine.  A wondrous beauty I see.  For ‘twas on 

that old cross Jesus suffered and died  to 

pardon and sanctify me. 

 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true.  Its 

shame and reproach gladly bear.  Then He’ll call 

me some day to my home far away.  Where His 

glory forever I’ll share 

UMH  page 504 

George Bennard    February 4, 1873 – Ocotber 10, 1958 

 

George Bennard, author and composer of The Old Rugged Cross, was born in 

Youngstown, Ohio, the son of a coal miner.  As a small child his family moved to 

Albia, Iowa and later Lucas, Iowa.  While  attending a Salvation Army meeting in 

Lucas, young George decided he wanted to become an evangelist but when sixteen 

years old his father died, leaving him as sole support for his mother and four sisters.   

They moved to Illinois, where later George married and he and his wife, Hannah, 

became Salvation Army workers.  After several years he resigned and joined the 

Methodist Episcopal Church and worked for many years as an evangelist in the United 

States and Canada before retiring to Reed City, Michigan.   

 

During his career he wrote over three hundred hymns to which either he or his wife 

Hannah wrote the music.  George Bennard will always be remembered for the hymn he 

wrote in 1913, The Old Rugged Cross.  Here is his story of that event: 

 

“I was praying for a full understanding of the cross, and its plan in Christianity.  I read 

and studied and prayed.  I saw Christ and the Cross inseparably…It was like seeing 

John 3:16 leave the printed page, take form, and act out the meaning of redemption.  

While watching this scene with my mind’s eye, the theme of the song came to me, and 

with it the melody, but only the words of the theme, ‘The Old Rugged Cross’….I was 

holding evangelistic meetings in Michigan, but could not continue with the poem.  After 

a series of meetings in New York state, the following week, I tried again to compose the 

poem, but could not.  It was only after I …returned to Michigan for further evangelistic 

work, that the flood-gates were loosed…” 

 

In honor of George Bennard, the Reed City, Michigan, Chamber of Commerce erected a 

twenty foot cross on US 131 bearing the words: “the Old Rugged Cross” and  “Home of 

Living Author, Rev. George Bennard.”  The cross was publicly dedicated and later 

wired for lighting. 

                      From the book One hundred and One famous hymns  by Charles Johnson 

https://www.biography.com/people/pontius-pilate-9440686


   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HURLBUT MEMORIAL COMMUNITY  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Where Worship Welcomes 

 

THE MISSION 

To share Christ with the community and the world  

by being a  center for Christian worship,  

education, fellowship and service. 

 

Serving our community with an ecumenical outlook. 
 

Ministers:  The members and friends of this 

congregation 

Lay Leader:  Mark Sleggs  

Member of Annual Conference:   

Ministries Coordinator:  Debbie Caruso  

Music Director: Wendy Marlinski  

Custodian:  Cindy Peacock 

Pastor:  Rev Carmen Perry 

Associate Pastor:  John Jackson 

Email: carmenperry10@yahoo.com 

Email  hurlbut@netsync.net  
Office Hours  8 am 2:00pm;  Monday – Friday 

Phone:  716 357 4045   Fax  716 357 5225 

Web Site:www.hurlbutchurch.org 

Visitor: Debbie Caruso 

Email: debbiecaruso99@gmail.com 

 
The Chautauqua Church VISITOR 

 is the monthly newsletter of Hurlbut Memorial 

 Community United Methodist Church 

 

Sunday Worship at  10:45 a.m. 

Church School at 9:30  am  

Wednesday Worship  6:00 pm 

 

Inspirational Quote:   
Believe you can and you're halfway there.  Theodore Roosevelt 

mailto:hurlbut@netsync.net

